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Im not originally from Fort Worth , I actually came from the big
city of Houston . About a year ago I moved to Azle Texas because my Dad
an outstanding job offer . I dropped everything and moved to Azle . My
family and I settled into our new house by about the end of Christmas break
in 2005 .

At that time I was enrolled in the worst school district ever .
Although I haven’t had the best grades and behavior in school , that school
was terrible . I passed about one semester when I decided during my junior
year I was going to drop out of school .

At the time this seemed to be the best decision in my eyes
compared staying at Azle and just sitting around and waiting to flunk out of
high school . But after I surpassed that idiotic decision of dropping out I
came across a friend who had turned me upon a charter school that could
help me catch up with my credits . You see growing up my father only had
two dreams for me to accomplish , one was to become a fine young man and
not to get into drugs and other trouble , the other dream was to graduate
from high school and be successful in life . Well until I came to Winfree
Academy I did not think that I was going to achieve that last goal of mine
and his .

The drive it self should show you the dedication of me trying to
graduate , we drive everyday forty-five minutes here and back . It takes
much gas and time . But some how we do it and five times a week and we
hardly miss school and we live all the way out there . But you know my
future is well worth both of those .

You know I just turned nine-teen on February the fifth and being
that old and still dedicated to come and still to have motivation to get up
every day and come to school should be enough for you to keep this great
school open so that not just me but the other kids in here with bad troubled
pasts and hopeless back rounds .

So please think of these kids and others to come , because
obliviously they have been given up on enough and a bunch of us have no
were else to go and Winfree Academy is a great school to catch up and go at
your own pace , and just have a little more time to do your work . So please
consider keeping Winfree open and keep us with hope .

Thank you for your time .

Sincerly ,

2 ¢ e
57
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

An 18 year old dropout, working at McDonalds
making minimum wage, with no chance of making it
to college and getting their dream job. That’s how I
see the future life of me and my peers if charter
schools are closed.

Winfree has helped me, as well as so many other
kids, stay in school. Pregnant girls would have
dropped out without a Winfree. They would have no
other choice. Kids who have lost credit, whether for
their bad choices or for leaving school for a long
period of time for personal reasons now have hope to
graduate in their designated year or maybe even
earlier. If Winfree were to close down, the dropout
rate would increase greatly. I want my kids to have a
future and to have hope that there is a school out
there that can understand them and their problems,
help them work harder and get better grades.

So please, I want to be able to graduate. I want
me and my peers to have the opportunity to attend
college and get the most out of life. This school has
helped me be happier and get better grades. I actually
enjoy going to school now. Please think about what
you are doing.

Ashley Fisher




Dear Senator Shapiro,

[ believe that Charter Schools help many young
people in many ways. | know some examples of advantages
of Charter Schools.

If we did not have Charter Schools such as
Winfree Academy, I would have dropped out of
normal high school by now, I believe that Winfree has
definitely helped me be a more successful person in
life and if all Charter Schools got closed, | would
definitely drop out.

Another advantage of a Charter School is that it
1s a work at your own pace program and that is great
for me personally because | have ADHD very bad and
[ can not focus in the setting of a “normal” high
school. As well as that, I also started having panic
attacks around the students at normal high schools.

Last but not least reason is that we only have to
go four hours a day which is great for me because I
have to work to pay for bills, car insurance, and gas
and 1f I went to school for eight hours a day I would
not go to work for eight to twelve hours a day after |
got out of school. Please take these reasons into
consideration.

Brandon Chambers




Kristin Featherston
February 19, 2007

Dear Senator Shapiro,

I'd like to take this time to inform you of how Winfree helped me
stay in school and out of trouble. It might not make a difference in
your opinion about charters schools but then again it might.

Some of the ways Winfree helped me stay in school was in the
environment that it's set in. The work at your own pace environment
let you learn what you need to and fly through what you already
know. For me being at a regular high school was a drag, | already
knew most of the stuff that they were teaching and Winfree gave me
the opportunity to go above and beyond.

Also going 7-8 hours a day usually made me skip or not go to
class, but Winfree Academy was only 4 hours a day and you have 3
sessions to choose from. Therefore you can still have a fulltime job
and support yourself and if you have kids.

Winfree Academy also allows me to be my own individual. We
are allowed to wear hats and holy jeans, within good taste and not
being too trashy. Some problems | had at my old high school were
problems with dress code. | couldn’t count how many time | had
gotten suspended for wearing holy jeans when it was the only ones |
had to wear.

Thanks to Winfree Academy | know | would have dropped out
and with no high school diploma | wouldn'’t be able to get a job and
most likely have ended up selling and/or using illegal substances.
Winfree showed me that there is a different alternative to one bad
decision that | could have made. It has kept me in school and out of
trouble and will continue to push me forward to a successful life.

Sincerely,
A Soon To Be Graduate




Jennah Manibusan
2/\a/07

Charter Schools Are Worth It

What do students benefit from Charter schools? Are the schools worth
continuing? Yes! Charter Schools offer a laid back, safe environment that inspires
students to be their best. The self-paced program generates self-motivation and
responsibility in the youths of today as well as allows individual personalities to grow
and prosper. Charter schools provide an alternate learning program that allows a person
to maintain a part-time job and sill stay in school. Without these schools, many more
students would drop out and lose the chance to get an education.

When I was in standard high school, I struggled constantly with the slow-paced
learning environment of the curriculum. I felt leashed to the system like just another dog
in the kennel, but then I transferred to Winfree éharter School and I felt that I had been
set free. There were no more restrictions or limitations forced on me. I was finally able
to learn at my own pace and get all my work done quickly and efficiently.

Charter schools also grant a safe environment where students can be themselves.
While there are still some dress code rules, students are given the opportunity to let their
own personality shine without fear of judgment or punishment. In my standard high
school, students were forbidden from having unique hairstyles and clothing and could not
have a hair color that wasn’t natural. Here, at Winfree, students don’t have to hide their
personality. They can do their studies and still maintain their individual styles.

Another benefit of Charter schools is the time frame of the school day. The four-
hour school day provides enough time to complete our schoolwork and keep a job. The

eight-hour days of standard schools hardly leaves enough time for homework let alone a




job. Charter schools offer the opportunity for students to gain experience in a job while
still gaining an education.

I don’t know what I would have done without Winfree Charter School. T finally
found a program that works for me. Charter schools offer students a different program of
learning. It inspires them to work for an education and instills in them the drive to follow
their dreams without infringing on their individuality. Charter schools are definitely

worth keeping alive.




February 19, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Sara Reagan, and [ am 17 years old. I have been attending Winfree
Academy Charter Schools in North Richland Hills since August of 2006. I personally
think that Winfree is a great school. I had attended Azle High School in Azle, Texas for
the first two years of my education. Currently, at Winfree, [ have completed classes and
have earned credits that would have taken me a year to two to complete at a traditional
high school.

I do not think that “TAKS percentages” should be an issue on keeping Winfree
open. Throughout the year, the teachers and staff are nothing but helpful and motivate
students toward graduation. A student is going to try to pass the TAKS test if he/she
wants to. The teachers help prepare students for the tests, and the students take the tests.

I believe that the teachers and staff at Winfree Academy in North Richland Hills,
Texas are helpful and do their jobs well. If it weren’t for Charter Schools and their short
hours, teachers, resources, and motivation, I would probably not be in school. Charter
Schools can give kids advantages, for example, by helping them graduate earlier. This
Charter School can truly help students succeed.

Sincerely,

fonPoge

(Sara Reagan)




February 19, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

Before | came to Winfree Academy I attended Birdville High, and. before that, I attended
Richland High. T never like the whole traditional school thing. I always skipped, because
it was so easy, or I just didn’t do my work.

I had heard about Winfree through “the grapevine™ at Birdville, but I didn’t know much
about it. I"d heard that Winfree was only four hours a day and a self-paced environment.

My boyfriend, David, was having a lot of trouble at Birdville and it would have taken
him much longer to graduate. He left Birdville and started to go to Winfree, and. of
course, he told me all about it. I looked into it for a couple of months, still debating
because I didn’t want it to set my graduation day back, and I didn’t want to switch
schools again. I then decided that I would go to a Winfree orientation so that I could
make my decision. :

I have now been going to school at Winfree for almost two years now, and I love it now
just as much as I did when I started going here. Of course, the best thing about Winfree
is that it is only a four-hour day, but everything else just makes it that much better.

The teachers are always there to help at all times if you ever have any questions, which is
such a great thing. I love the self-paced environment though, because it makes learning
so much easier and enjoyable. When I am able to learn on my own, | am able to
accomplish more.

I don’t have to have a teacher teaching at me and rushing me to get my papers done, so |
actually understand what I am doing. I am glad that I chose to come to Winfree because
now I can finally just complete my education.

GO OSPREYS!!

Sincerely,

(QVIWYRNY V"IN

Mary Walker




February 19, 2007

Senator Shapiro:

The latest bill being passed, which would hold Charter Schools accountable for TAKS
testing scores, is a sheer display of the ignorance present in our legislature.

A student goes into a charter school because the public schooling norm has failed them,
and, thus, failed the system. To take away charter schooling is insane, as of course
TAKS scores are going to be low. The schools the students came from should be held
accountable.

[f charter schooling is taken away, then our country as a whole will suffer from massive
waves of men and women who can’t spell e-d-u-c-a-t-i-o-n.

Thank vou,
Vi ) Z o
7 JlgO nC
S 1

Timothy Noonan
Age 15
Winfree Academy North Richland Hills Student




To whom it may concern:

Winfree Academy Charter School in North Richland Hills is the best school
I have ever attended. This is the fourth high school in which I have been
enrolled.

While attending my previous high schools I encountered personal problems
that included: skipping, failing courses, not getting along with the teachers. I
was frustrated and decided to give up on my education.

One of my friends realized I was struggling and mentioned Winfree.

I never cared about school until 1 started attending Winfree. I feel that the
teachers care about the students. I have earned multiple credits in a short
amount of time with the one on one help I receive daily.

If it were not for Winfree Academy | wouldnot be getting my high school
diploma. I now have graduation to look forward to in the near future.

Sincerely,

Mathy MG

Matthew McGarry




To whom it may concern:

[ am currently a student at Winfree Academy Charter Schools and I feel slighted at the thought of
Winfree’s ability to educate students being hampered in any way. It is not the malpractice of our
educators that causes inferior scores on the TAKS. I feel that this test should not establish our
comprehensions throughout our learning experiences. For some Winfree is their only hope in life. It
is not just some charter school, but a second chance to change. I have made friends here and talked to
some on why they chose this school. They want to get their lives aiming into the right direction.
Students who attend Winfree aren’t just trouble makers but good people that have made bad choices.

[, Tara Reeves. was one of those people that made a bad choice. High School’s toughness
wasn’t what got me, it was attending. Once I didn’t make junior year’s cheer squad I was devastated.
Cheering was my life and I felt like since I didn’t make the team, high school ended. I missed most of
my junior year and was behind on graduating. I had no plans on returning back to a “regular” high
school so I took a chance on Winfree Academy Charter Schools to help me get my life back on track.

TAKS should not be the only measure of Winfree’s performance. Together we work to
graduate kids that wouldn’t have tried at other schools. I hope you reconsider your thoughts and help
Winfree Academy Charter Schools keep graduating students.

Tara C. Reeves

tudent Attending Wiﬁfree Academy Charter Schools




February 19, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a student at Winfree Academy, and I came here to make up my
classes I wasn't able to get credit for because of too many absences. I
fear that if we pass legislation that requires students to pass their
grade level TAKS tests in order to keep Charter schools open, we'll be
closing the doors to the schools that just might allow students to
graduate.

I can't speak for everyone, just myself, but since I've been at Winfree
I have made it to school more often, made better grades and I have
been more motivated to complete my work.

My story isn’t an isolated one. I had a'lot of attendance issues last
year that caused me to get a NC in Algebra. I came to Winfree to get
caught up to grade level. Even though I have to repeat Algebra I, I
passed my Freshman TAKS test last year. This year, I am going to
take the Sophomore TAKS, which, I feel I have been set up to fail.
How can I pass my Sophomore TAKS test when I'm in a freshman
math class? The expectations set for me by the state are virtually
unattainable, and I'm a good student. I try hard. I generally succeed.

Society looks at charter school pupils as students who can’t be helped,
but, if it wasn't for Winfree, plenty of students wouldn’t have an
education.

incerely,

e

Tabitha Martin
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To Whom It May Concern:

| am an educator with Winfree Academy: I have been an educator with this establishment
for six school years. I have seen many students come and go through this program. I have
seen students come to Winfree Academy and achieve their many goals. Some students
have come and obtained the credits needed to get back on track and return to their home
schools and graduate with their class, this could not happen in a traditional school setting
because you must work at the pace of everyone else. | have seen countless of students
graduate through our program and become successful. productive college students and
citizens. Many of the former students take time out of their busy schedules to visit the
school and share their success stories and give thanks to the staff for helping them
achieve their goals.

Now that I have expressed my feelings about Winfree Academy and the student’s
success, I would like to express my personal feelings about the Senate Bill 4. I a strong
opponent of this bill, I am a product of the 75216 area code. and I could have been a stat
for the high school dropout rate or juvenile delinquency rate. I meet students every day
that would be classified as At-Risk-Youth and would not be given a second chance to
further their education or graduate if it was not for the existence of Winfree Academy.
Being reared in a neighborhood that was and is considered At-Risk, I can relate to my
students and their environment, Can you? Some of the stories the students tell me, |
hear the same stories from young men and men who grew up with me. If we had the
luxury of a Winfree Academy during my teen years or before my teen’s years maybe the
dropout rate would be so DAMN high! [ strongly suggest that Senator Shapiro talk to the
youth before making his decisions.

In closing, Senator Shapiro you have the livelihoods of many people at the point of your
pen. I feel by you pressing the issue of closing charter schools you’re only creating a
monster that you really haven’t given much thought to. The bible says God will take care
of his children and I hope you take care of our youth and make the right decisions. Give
our youth as many options as possible. Save the Charter Schools.

Devin Turner
Winfree Academy




Dear Senator Shapiro,

I would like you to imagine life as a high school dropout. Would you be where
you are today without a high school diploma? Would you wish for a large group of
students to become dropouts?

[ am a student at Winfree Academy Charter School in Grapevine, Texas. [ know
that if something were to happen that caused my school to close, T would be without a
diploma. The worst part is that [ feel I am not alone. Just from talking casually with
students at my school, I get the impression that this school is the last option for at least
half of us. Some of the students here have children and, while working full time to
support a baby. an eight hour program simply isn’t an option.

My experience at a public school was not a pleasant one. There were too many
students. It was a very impersonal environment. When I needed help, I couldn’t get it.
This caused me to fall behind. Even in the classes I did well at I couldn’t work any faster
than the students around me, so what was the point? Why spend four entire years in
school when I could finish in less than that? This stress started to give me panic attacks,
and eventually they got so bad I could no longer go to school. I needed a change.

When I came to Winfree Academy, T soon learned that it was the right place for
me. It was quiet, so if I understood something 1 ¢ould work all day at my own pace
without being disturbed. If T had a problem, I could get help fast and get back to work.
The teachers weren’t so concerned with things like hair color and body jewelry, like they
were at public schools. This would be fine for some students, but not everyone learns the
same way. How can we think that one kind of school can serve the needs of such a
diverse group of teenagers? I know that if my school were to close, I would be forced to
get my GED.

In conclusion, I think that you should consider the consequences of your decision
to close charter schools. It could be a decision to force a large group of unique and bright
young people into a competitive world without their high school diplomas to help them
along.

Sincerely,
Mercedes Reagan



Dear Senator Sharpiro,

Without Winfree Academy, | don’t know what | would be doing. This
school has been a true blessing for me; it is kind of like a last chance | believe. It
is a wonderful school with a wonderful staff and everyone cares about everyone,
it seems everyone sticks together. | know this school has helped me. Here, | get
the care and attention | need to get work done. | have completed more work at
Winfree then | ever did at a regular public high school. Here, | am a better and
more driven student.

| like the fact that this school allows me to work on my own and get work
done one time. This school is really helpful towards everyone who attends their
campus. Attending this school is the best choice | have ever made for myself, it
has helped me to do things better and understand how important high school
education can be. | have found myself more aware of the world around me and
how important life and everything else is. | suppose you could say this school has
expanded my mind and opened my eyes to new things. | know for a fact that
there are a lot of kids who depend on this'school who need it to further their
education, as well as myself. Like | said before, without this school, | don't know
where | really stand or where | would be. | hoe this helps you understand the
impact of your decision, and how important Winfree Academy and charter
schools alike are to everyone.

Thank you,

Ashley Dodd

Student of Winfree Academy Charter School
IV
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Dear Senator Shapiro

When I came to Winfree I was ready to drop out of school and just give up. |
hated school and the teachers so much I hardly ever went to school. When I got to
Winfree things changed a lot I decided to stay in school. I started getting help on my
work and understanding English.

If I would not have came to Winfree. I would have dropped out of school. I was
failing every class I was in and I hated school. Until I came to Winfree now I like school
and | do my work I did more work at Winfree in one week then I did in two months at
northwest.

When I needed help in class every time I asked the teachers at northwest would
just repeat every thing they had already said. They expected me to understand it the
second time they said it. When I came to Winfree and asked for help on work the teachers
sat down and explained it as many ways as they could think of until I understood it, they
never gave up.

When we started English TAKS prep, I did not really understand the stuff the
teacher was talking about. But as time went on I understood it more and more. Now I
think I am ready for the TAKS.

When I found out about Winfree, I never thought I would come here and like it as
much as I do. | am taking the English TAKS tomorrow and I am ready for it. Winfree has
made school worth my time and I am lucky to be here.



2/19/2007

Dear Senator Shapiro,

Winfree Academy has helped me keep my life in gear and continue working
on goals to a future of success. I have always had a problem concentrating and
getting into a lot of trouble. To make a long story short I dropped out of high
school in my sophomore year. The entire time I was out of school I didn’t have a
job and I spent all of my time with friends who were up to no good. Eventually I
was sent to a treatment facility in which I was on a path to turn my life around. I
attempted to quit using drugs and alcohol and get a General Education Diploma.
One day I decided to get back into to school to get a real high school diploma.
That is when I turned to Winfree for a new beginning. I quickly realized how
much this school is helping me and the amount of love the staff here shows. I
really enjoy this school because I am getting my work done promptly and learning
more than I have thought. This school is dedicated to keeping high risk students in
school and educating them. Honestly if anyone in this school is high risk it is
definitely me. I believe that the reason this school is so successful to me is because
there are about twenty to thirty students to a classroom as well as two or three
teachers during the course of the session. This school is special to me because I
am an A honor role student and I really enjoy coming to school everyday because
of the teachers encouraging us to work. The staff here at our school has always
done their best in working with students individually. If it wasn’t for this school I
honestly don’t know where I would be at with my goals in life and my standpoint
on staying sober.

Sincerely,

Greg Taylor



Cassie Coleman

Growing up | was always told how special | was and how | could
do anything that | set my mind to. After life changing discussions and
mistakes | found myself with no options and a lot of problems.

At the age of sixteen | found myself troubled. At this point |
realized that | have no direction or positive goals for my life, or myself
and at the time | had no problem with it. | gave up on myself, and
everything that did not have to do with partying. School was a joke to me
and | hardly ever went, or found any use for school at all.

Two weeks before my eighteenth birthday | am sitting in a jail cell
for failure to attend school. This was my wake up point and found myself
saying that | would rather be sitting in school then be sitting in jail. Two
weeks later | get a chance to see the sun, the sky, but most of all | see a
second chance for myself. A chance to make my life a decent life, a
respectable life. Since | was kicked out of school | found myself yet
again without options. So | turned to a familiar face, my school
counselor. He educated me of many different charter schools that |
could attend that would offer me a second chance.

| am now nineteen sitting in school, but this time | am not alone, |
am surrounded by people that understand what its like to have it hard
and they know what its like to have given up. | am surrounded by people
that gave me a second chance to educate myself. Without Winfree
academy | would still be sitting in jail, and the only thing | would
have around me are four walls, hundreds of dreams and many
regrets. Winfree academy has given me the opportunity to better
myself, better my mind and better my outlook on life.



Moala Falahola

Charter Schools

Most students enjoy going to a public school because you get
to hang out with your friends and be involved in sports. Other
students go to school to work and get their high school diploma as
soon as they can because they have to work a full-time job, or
have to support their family and need to get done with school
quick. That is why most students choose to go to a charter school.
I decided to go to Winfree Academy Charter School for many
reasons.

My family was having some money problems and I had no
choice, but to get a job. I found a part-time job at a fast food
near my house. I had to go to school from 8am to 4pm,then go and
work. When I got my paychecks, it was not enough. So I had no
choice but to drop out of school and get my GED and work a full
Time job. But I didn't want a GED; I wanted a high school diploma.
That's when I heard about Winfree. This school was going to allow
me to go to school for 4hrs. so I could get my high school diploma
and help my family out.

I also enjoy going to Winfree because it is a "self-paced”
school. You get to work as fast as you want and not wait on
anyone. And this school has a "Zero- violence" rule. And teachers
and principal are very strict about this rule. Because they want to
assure students that attend this school, have a safe
environment to work in.

If we didn't have Winfree, then I would have dropped out of
high school and went to work a full-time job and have no high
school diploma. When I graduate I going to definitely going to
come back and thank teachers for helping me. And for giving me
a chance to make my life a differences.



Catherine Dobson

Winfree Charter School has kept me in school, and kept me learning. Drooping
out scems like a huge decision for a sophomore, but I was seriously considering it.
Public school was really frustrating and I figured an education wasn’t worth this kind of
stress.

Public schools did nothing but review for the TAKS test, going over and over the
same thing, things I learned in middle and elementary school. I got so bored that I didn’t
even try to do my work at some points. The less interested I was the more my teachers
thought I was in need of special tutoring, this made me even less interested in school. By
the time we started learning something new, I was too bored to care. Here at winfree, 1
can do the work and get it done with out a thirty minute lecture on a ninety degree angle.
My work s due when I finish it, no more late papers, or accidentally loosing them over
night.

Another thing that has kept me in school is the fact that there aren’t so many
people. It would take an act of god for me to get my work done over the sounds of thirty
some odd students chatting about sports, make up, and what he said she said. Even
though I consider myself intelligent, I am easily distracted. Between the students talking
and the teachers ignoring us, I couldn’t take it. Here the students are few, and those who,
like me, wish to get their work done and keep their mouths shut. The teachers do care
about my education here at Winfree. However long it takes, they will sit by us and help
us understand. The only way we can get that at school is if we are sent to a ALL lab.

Another reason Winfree kept me in school is because of the four hour a day
classes, I have pets at home that absolutely need to be taken care of, and both of my
parents work long hours, far away from home, this gives me the time to feed them, give
them their medication, and take care of anything else this might need. Another good
point to getting off early is I now have time to meditate and relax before hanging out with
friends. Meditation is very important to me, and now I don’t have to cut into my time
with friends to do so.

Without Winfree I'd be at the nearest Whataburger with a GED and I’d never get
into the career I’d want to be in. No stress, no crowds, and the opportunity to actually
learn something while in high school I can actually go onto a college and then onto a
career.



Dear Senator Shapiro,

I know you have a lot of essays to read, and they all may be true, but mine I can
promise is genuine. When I came to Winfree I thought that I would never get to graduate.
I thought this wasn’t really going to help me, so why am I here? There are some
advantages Winfree has that can help me through life that high school didn’t have to
offer. For instance, I can express myself and be myself. One of the most controversial
topics in high school is the way high school students dress and look. At Winfree, it
doesn’t matter. If you want a Mohawk and tattoos you can have them. I have found this
makes me a better person in all aspects of my life. I can be more accepting. Winfree
treats their students like the real world does. You have to earn everything you get and
work hard for it. If you mess around, it only affects you and sets you back longer. The
self —pace program is something that helps me be a better student and worker. They treat
you like an adult instead of a kid, but they are there when you need help. Help, that’s
exactly what Winfree is for most of the students here. Without Winfree I can promise you
OVER half of the student here would be on the streets. This adds to poverty in the future,
future crimes, and the loss of what could have been an important leader. You put hope in
peoples lives, believe it or not simply because you have kept Winfree going. I just want
to say thanks because without Winfree T don’t know where I would be.

Sincerely,
Lauren Wilson



Taylor Lewis
Mr. Hill
2/19/2007

The three ways Winfree has helped me stay in school. Only 4 hours a
day, self-paced level, and the teachers.

Only going to school for 4 hours a day allows me to have two jobs
and work more day hours. It also helps me miss less days of school because
[ get out at 12. Helps me be able to help out my family and be at home more
with them then stuck in my room with hours of homework every night.
Being able to work on a self-paced level helps me have enough time to
understand the lesson on my own time. This way I can work as fast as |
want. The work also helps me be able to explain it to people that need help.

All and all the teachers are what makes me keep coming to Winfree.
They may have there days when they have to yell at us but they still keep a
good outlook on us. They help us understand that were not all misunderstood
that we’ve all had hard times but making it through high school will better
out lives for the years we have ahead of us. The teachers at Winfree
encourage us to go to college. Winfree has kept me in school due to the
choice they have given me.



Roete Shawy

Have you ever thought about going to a charter
school? There are so many advantages about Winfree.
Especially if you are having frouble at your old schoaol,
Winfree can give you a second chance.

In my situation it helps me a lot, because | have
health issues, and | just got out of the hospital recently.
If | went to regular school | probably wouldn't make it
through the whole day, better yet week. When | go
home | can rest my body, so it works out perfectly.
Other people have jobs that they go fo. Some even
work, because they need to support their family or kids.

When | was in regular high school, | was getting so
behind that | was falling back.grades. It was crazy and
poretty hard to believe! Every time | furned around | was
sick or tired, because of my Chronic Fatigue. My
mother finally found a place for me to go that would
help me catch up on my work, get out early so | can
rest, and not be able to deal with as much stress that |
was under in public school. Now, after being at Winfree
for only a few months, | am trying my hardest to
graduate early.

People like me want to graduate early so they can
go to college and get a good job so they can make
something good of themselves. Winfree has given me a
lot of advantages, and kept me from dropping out of
school. Thanks to Winfree Academyl!
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The reason why I enrolled in Winfree Academy is mainly because;
when I first moved to Dallas. I tried to enroll in the regular high
schools that they have here. But, o my luck none of the school’s
would let me enroll. They said that they wouldn't let me enroll
cause I was too old. When they said that I was a little bit
confused, concerning that I am only 17 years old. From my
understanding high school students are allowed to attend school
until they have reached the age of 21. But, since they didn't allow
me to enroll I asked if they had any other kind of schools that
will allow me to finish my high school education. They mentioned
Winfree Academy, as my last resource well; I didn't have much of
an option. But, now that I am here I really like this schoolll T
realize that here I can graduate at my own pace and, they are not
denying me my education. When I came to enroll and they asked
me how old I was they didn't have a second thought about letting
me enrolll As a matter of fact, they let me start school the very
next day! The teachers here are great! I rarely know any of them
but so far so good, They are there when you are in need of help in
any of your subjects. The student's well, I wouldn't be able to tell
you much about them; since in don't talk to any of them. But, what
I do know is that it is a good school to go tol To me Winfree
Academy is very important because, I really need to graduate
from high school and go on to college , and if a regular high school
won't let me finish then Winfree is the place to be!llll

(9//4{227 _,é%szj
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I came to Winfree Academy because this was my last chance to graduate. I had
been a victim of a sex crime when I went to my public high school. Unfortunately, the
integrity of my case was questioned and I lost all my friends to it. I was alone, with
constant rumors and bullying around me and it started to affect my grades. Not much
long after I had just stopped coming; I lost hope in all things and especially myself. I got
lost in a world that was not me and I couldn’t get out of the hole I dug myself. After some
months I transferred to a different public school in hopes that maybe a differcnt
environment would belp, but it just became the same as before. ] would arrive late
because | wouldn’t sleep at night and couldn’t wake up in the moming. I'm. not making
excuses for myself but I didn’t care anymore. Then, I completely dropped out of high
school; I became 1 in 4 students who drop out. It took a long time for me to realize that ]
needed a high school diploma before I could start this life ] had ahead of me. Then I
looked up Winfrec Academy and gained some hope again. They had classes that could fit
my needs and work at my own pace. For once I didn’t have pressure on me. And now that
I'm in Winfree Academy I am doing well and rcstored my family's faith in me to succeed
like they always knew I could. I can graduate the year I am supposed to graduate, 2007.
Winfree didn’t judge my past. They welcomed me with open arms as well as students
who have gone through worse than me. The teachers are belpful and always ready to lend
a hand. I am very thankful for Winfree and the hopc it has given me. If this is taken away
from me, 1 wouldn’t know where to go. 1 wouldn’t know what to do with myself. I can
quly imagine what the other students would do or where they would go. We can be
ourselves here when everyone else seemed to think we didn’t care. By us going to
Winfree it shows our friends and family we care.

Qpound, WX



WINFREE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOLS Y
Richardson Campus ... Making the world a brighter place

Winfree Academy Charter School
1661 Gateway Blvd
Richardson, Texas 75080

February 19, 2007

The Honorable Florence Shapiro
P.O. Box 12068

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Senator Shapiro,

I am an advocate for the contribution charter schools make in the educational
system and I’m also an Academic/Vocational Counselor for Winfree Academy Charter
Schools. I have worked at Winfree Academy since August 2004, I have seen first hand
the positive educational and social impact Winfree Academy has on our students.
Students choose Winfree Academy for various reasons, which includes; a four-hour
school day, credit recovery, accelerated graduation and individualized academic
guidance. I am in daily contact with distressed parents who are seeking an academic
alternative to motivate their child. Many of our students have lost interest in their
education and are often truant. After enrolling at Winfree Academy, a number of our
students have gained a renewed outlook on their education. Winfree Academy Charter
Schools are imperative as a public school alternative for students and parents in the
Dallas/Ft Worth area. Students between the 9" and 12" grades are being served through
goal setting, strong instructor guidance, and self —paced curriculum ,

While in attendance at a workshop a few years ago, I heard this quote from a
presenter. “Not every child has equal talent or equal ability or equal motivation, but every
child should have an equal right to develop his/her talent, ability and motivation.” This is
a quote from President John F. Kennedy, a leader who challenged all of us to consistently
do more, give more and expect more. Where best can you find this quality of educating
children than in the charter school setting?

In closing, we must work together with the conviction for educating children to

instill a love of learning that every child will succeed and become productive citizens.

Sincerely,

e et

Sylvia L. Newhouse

1661 Gateway Blvd., Richardson, Texas 75080
Phone: 972-234-9855 - Fax: 972-234-9975

www.winfreeacademy.com
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

My name is Guy Hoyle, and I have been teaching Social Studies at Winfree Academy
Charter School for five years now. In that time, I have taught many students; some are
exemplary, while others have many problems with attendance, grades, and other
problems that interfere with their schoolwork. These are students who have not been
served well with the public school system; they arrive without basic math and reading
skills, having somehow been promoted through the school system without acquiring
them. Many of them have been encouraged to attend Winfree Academy for this very
reason, so that their poor performance will not reflect badly on their home schools. If
Winfree students perform poorly on their TAKS tests, one needs to examine their
performance at other stages in their education to see a history of such performance. A few
months at a charter school will not undo years worth of educational neglect in the public
school system.

If charter schools such as Winfree must serve as “dumping grounds” for educationally
troubled students, then naturally their students’ performance on the TAKS test will
naturally reflect this. At public schools, these children have the discouraging option of
failing the same classes over and over, or enduring social promotions to keep them with
their age groups (though this practice has been much curtailed in recent years). At
Winfree, if they do not achieve a passing grade, they are allowed to redo the assignment
until they pass, which is less time-consuming and less discouraging. If schools such as
Winfree are closed, these students will be returned to the same schools where they
performed so poorly in the past, dooming them to failure.

In conclusion, I urge you to reconsider your position on Senate Bill 4. Since traditional
schools have failed many of the students that charter schools have taken in, it is
imperative that they have an alternative place where they can make progress outside of
the usual strictures of the public school system.

/s

Guy H rryle
Winfree Academy Richardson
February 19, 2007

Sincerely,
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Kari Black

Why Winfree Academy Should Stay Open

Why I think Winfree Academy should stay open is because it really has helped me
in the long run. When I was in Plano Senior High School I never wanted to do my
work because my teachers down graded me. It made it to where I didn’t have
enough credits to graduate. After enrolling into Winfree Academy my entire world
has changed. I got pregnant, now I’m 7 months in on my pregnancy and because of
the teachers here I am going to finish. Ms. DeSquire, Mr. Walker, Mr. Sheppard
and Mr. Perry have really helped me in the long run. Ms. DeSquire has taught me a
lot about math that use to be my worse subject, she would explain it to me now I’'m
doing math that I thought I would never be able to achieve. Mr. Sheppard helped
me with my keyboarding and my principals of marketing, though I might never use
it is very helpful to me to know. History with Mr. Hoyle, this is a class I have always
had troubles in at my other schools because I never understood them properly. With
Mr. Hoyle showing me where to look and finding easier ways to approach them I
have come to love history. Winfree Academy has really helped a lot of people in the
long run. Without Winfree Academy all these teenagers that go here would be out
on the streets either selling or doing drugs and the girls would be prostituting
because they never got the proper education. A lot of families use this school
because it is affordable. There are a lot of families that can’t afford a public school
in Richardson or Plano. This school is here for the children that truly need the
school’s education. I am proud to be part of the Winfree Academy Roster. With out
this school I would be out of school because Plano Senior High School will not
accept pregnant teenage women. I really would do anything to keep this school
open, because it has helped me just like it has with my older brother Kory Black
who is graduated and going to College. My Sister who has been into drugs and she
still got a chance at school. They never look at our past and only look at our futures.
My past at my other schools were just awful, running into the law and getting in all
kinds of trouble. Winfree Academy never looked at my past and only saw the future
that I want to carry. With this school I can achieve my goal and go to a great college
and get a great job to properly care for my little girl. Evolution has a 6-9 month
waiting list. A lot of people are not able to wait that long just to get a diploma.
Please, don’t shut Winfree Academy down, you don’t know what may happen to all
these teenagers that go here. I request that Winfree Academy Charter School Stay
open for others to achieve their goals just as well. Thank you for listening to
everything that I have to say.

Sincerely,

Kari-A. Black

Proud mt!;ther and st}rdgjnt of Winfree Academy




2/19/07

To Whom It May Concern: .

[ am a student of Winfree Academy, and let me be one of the many to rise in
disapproval of Senate Bill 4.

This place is not my last chance to pass high school. I could have stayed in the
normal program. but I would have suffered there under the constraint of periodic breaks
and homework and other assignments and projects that interrupt the flow of my
education. The self-paced program is perfect for many others besides me as well, and |
am not even obligated to take the TAKS test. This makes Senate Bill 4 unfair to me, and
others who simply prefer a self-paced program over normal class-based curriculum, and 1
urge you to cease your actions against those schools immediately.

Do not think this to be a demand, or a threat: it is a statement that Senate Bill 4 is
an unfair action against me and my future, possibly damaging my potential to graduate in
time severely. Personally, I am indifferent to the TAKS, and to many of the other
students who work alongside me. I'll tell you immediately that [ am in this for myself,
but that I am still conscious of the way this will affect me and other students who will be
unable to continue their education if and when Senate Bill 4 is passed.

Sincerely,
Dustin Angus Zimmerman




To whom it may concern:

What can I say, I love Winfree. This school honestly
changed my life. I attended Eastern Hills High School In
Fort Worth my freshman, sophomore, and a small portion
of my junior year. | only had 9.5 credits when | came to
Winfree academy. I now have 14.5 credits and am currently
in DCP which upon completion I will receive 3 whole
credits. I have a 9 month old Daughter, and work at least 35
Hours every week so only coming to school for 4 hours is
very helpful. [ am actually learning new things unlike I did
at Eastern Hills. For once in a very long time my parents
are proud of me. I appreciate Winfree academy and all the
caring Administration, and teachers. I love being around a
positive environment with people that want me to succeed
in life. The teachers constantly encourage us to believe in
ourselves, and to be responsible for our own actions.
Winfree Academy is preparing its students for real life
situations, and teaching us how to cope around different
diversities, religion, and most importantly race. I feel I am
more prepared for the real world, which contains all
different types of people opposed to being around only my
race. | appreciate learning how to have conversations, and
be friends with everybody, and I feel that we are all here
because we want to graduate and move in to bigger and
better things. | personally want to live my life to the best of
my ability, and I love being at Winfree Academy (NRH) so
please don’t let TAKS score percentages close our school.
Winfree Academy saves so many lives mentally and




physically and without this school it would be a lot more
lost souls walking around not going to school nor caring
about education. Education is the most important key to life
here at Winfree the Administration and Teachers instill that
in us not because they have to because they want to. |
appreciate Winfree Academy for everything it has done for
me and don’t feel it should be held accountable for
something that is our home schools fault. Please reconsider
your decisions because Winfree is truly a lifesaver.

Thanks For your time
Sabrina Canty
Class# 3 AM

L A /4 -
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February 19, 2007

To whom it may concern:

I am writing to inform you about my school, Winfree Academy High School (North
Richland Hills Campus). Winfree Academy is a charter school and 1 has turned my life
around. [ had many problems at the traditional high school | setting.

The teachers here do not yell at me and care about me being successful in life. Tt is easier
for me to complete my assignments with the one-on-one help I receive daily. The self-

paced environment also helps me to complete my assignments.

Sincerely,

foah

Josh Lewis




February 19, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Gerardo. I came from Fossil Ridge High School for many
reasons. | was put into alternative school for selling drugs at school, and then
I dropped out of school in the last part of the year. I found Winfree a good
place where I could catch up and get ahead of where I was at. My girlfriend
found out she was pregnant and so I want to graduate early to get a good job
and take care of my kid and her. I think to shut down a place like this
because some kids are not on the level that they need to be on. Why put
those kids back out, and not help them.

Please take into consideration those kinds of kids, because I am one of those
kids. I am working hard to get on the level that I need to be on.

Sincerely,

Gerardo Bencomo




To whom it may concern 2-19-07

Twelearned more in this school in a few months then I have in a few years in a
traditional school. We have the opportunity for more one on one help with the teachers.
In a regular school the teachers only explain thing once or twice and tell you come back
next year if you don’t understand. Here the ability to work at your own pace. I haven’t
accomplished as much in a traditional school as [ have in Winfree academy. All I am
saying is I am lucky to attend Winfree academy.

Sincerely,
domce Tgiee

Lance Tyree




Chance Pettey

Dear Senator Shapiro,

Winfree is a great school. I'm excited to tell you about Winfree Academy Charter
Schools. Winfree has fantastic teachers. This program is set up to succeed not fail. There
1sn’t a better school to go to.

Winfree has kept me in school. If it wasn’t for Winfree 1 would’ve dropped out.
Regular high school wasn’t for me. I couldn’t deal with all the kids. I like working on my
own.

The curriculum is great. The way the program is set up is excellent. Working on
our own pace Is amazing because you can graduate sooner. It can help students who want
to start there life sooner like me.

Being at Winfree has helped me keep a full-time job. Regular high school can not
do that. Working a full-time job and going to Winfree has helped me move out. Winfree
makes me want to go to school, because I can get done quicker.

Winfree overall is an excellent program in curriculum and teachers. This program
is good for many students like me. If it wasn’t for Winfree I would have dropped out.
With my high school diploma I can achieve anything.

Sincerely,
Chance Pettey




Dear Senator Shapiro,

Winfree Academy has helped me immensely. Without this school, I am not sure
where I would be right now. Before enrolling at this school, T had withdrawn twice from
my local high school because of personal reasons. Essentially the simple version is as
follows: my parents had divorced, we lost our house, and I was forced to attend a new
school all within a six month period. I did not respond favorably to these events and
spiraled into a deep depression. At my lowest point, my mother involuntarily checked
me into a rehab clinic. There I learned humility and what true hell was like. The people I
met there showed me that my problems, in comparison to theirs, were trivial. I was not a
drug abuser, I had not been molested as a child, and my mother had not been shot in the
head in front of me when I was young. This was the beginning of the end of my
depression. Although it would take me quite a bit longer to fully get my life on track my
views on the world and subsequently my life had changed.

During this time I had my first experiences with Winfree. I was instructed to
attend the school, briefly, as a way to finish out the school year. At this point, attending
the school full time was not on my mind. After the summer, I returned back to my local
high school in Coppell. Things went well for the first few months, but ultimately I was
still unhappy. One day I went to my mother and told her I no longer wished to attend
Coppell High School. She was upset and over the next few months and was patient in
trying to get me to go back to school. During this time she did not become angered with
me and did her best to try and help with the situation. This time off gave me the time I
needed to really think over my life, where I was, where [ was going, and what T needed to
do. Icould not be a high school dropout. This was simply NOT an option. I came to the
conclusion that perhaps attending Winfree full time would be a beneficial option. 1
believed that the self paced environment would remove the stress factor from school,
giving me the time and space I needed to attack my problems head on, kill off this
depression (whether it was situational or medically caused), and get my life back on
track. The self paced structure would also allow me overcome the time I had lost and
work as fast as I could, making sure [ graduated within a reasonable time frame.

My predictions were right. Winfree gave me the tools I needed to turn things
around. Going into the school year I had a new, clear, mindset: I could not allow myself
to be dragged down and the only person capable of changing my life for the better was
ME. I fully took advantage of the self paced environment and worked as hard as I could
every day. Since, at Winfree, there are no deadlines or homework, a significant source of
tension and stress was removed. I focused on improving myself and getting things back
on track. During my first full year at Winfree I lost 40 pounds, met my current girlfriend
(we are still together), focused myself academically and once and for all killed the
depression that was causing me so much trouble. Without the relatively stress free
environment offered by Winfree, I sincerely doubt my turn around would have been as
quick, or whether it would have happened at all.




It is now my second year at Winfree. I am doing well academically and have
opened myself up more. Before this charter school, I was very closed off and quiet
around others. I have come out of my shell and become much more social. This year I
joined the Winfree Student Council. Something I can now do that I didn’t think I could
do before is talk in front of many people. T now can do this regularly. I am head of the
Newspaper Committee and a member the Winfree Academy Goodworks Team. This
year we have gone to Special Olympics, organized a Christmas party for a former student
on leave from a tour in Iraq, and volunteered at the North Texas Food Bank. We are
planning three more trips back to Special Olympics.

[ understand the reasoning behind wanting to close down charter schools. 1
understand that many believe they are a drain on state resources. In Winfree’s case,
however, this could not be further from the truth. Yes, there are those that choose to
come here take the opportunities offered by this school for granted. These people waste
their time here, and in wasting their time they are wasting state resources. However these
students do not last long. Just like any other school, if you fail to attend or fail to do
work, you will have a very brief stay. However, there are also those that view Winfree as
an opportunity. These people see this school as a way to get their high school diploma,
despite whatever setbacks they have faced. For these people Winfree is a fresh start.

To shut down this school would be to turn your backs on these students. For
these students, Winfree is their last chance. We are aware of the crusade against our
school and others like it and we are simply angry and disappointed that our political
servicemen down in Austin would be so short sited. | have talked with many of my
friends about what they would do if the school was shut down. Every time 1 got this
response, “I would drop out”. These are good students, smart students, people intent on
graduating and becoming functional members of society. Shutting down Winfree and
other schools like it would be the equivalent of throwing these kids future’s under the bus
to save a few bucks. It is wrong, absolutely wrong. Please do not make the rash,
ignorance-fueled decision that shutting this school down would be. The school symbol of
Winfree is a lighthouse. It is so for a reason. This school offers students a way out of
whatever current darkness they mind find themselves in. It offers students a second
chance to get their diplomas and not become another statistic. Don’t take it away from
them.

Sincerely,

Zach Eckert




Joe Mitchell
Winfree Academy Student
2-19-07

Wow can you imagine life as a drop out in the crazy world today? Well today 1
am going to give you three advantages to a charter school, and also three reasons how
Winfree has helped me want to stay in school and get my high school diploma.

Well, to start out with the first advantage to a charter school is. 1. You can
complete your work faster in a charter school then you could in a regular high school, 2.
The teacher’s are dedicated to helping you complete high school and get your diploma, 3.
The students that first start out in a charter school are welcomed by the other students that
attend a charter school.

So, now I will tell you three reasons how Winfree Academy, has helped me stay
in school. 1. Like I said in the first paragraph the dedication of the teacher’s wanting to
see me stay in school and graduate from high school, 2. If not for Winfree I would have
just got my G.E.D, and 3. Because of Winfree I can graduate and get my high school
diploma, so that I can go into the U.S Army and start my career.

So, in closing I will leave you with this, Sen. Shapiro, please don’t close down
charter schools, especially not Winfree Academy, because for some of us this is are last
chance at getting are high school diploma, and moving on with are lives. Thank you for
your time and busy schedule to read what I have to say.




Noe Amaya
Dear Senator Shapiro,
Winfree Academy Charter School is a school where everybody is welcome and can
finish their high school education. Life would not be the same without Winfree, a legend of

charter schools .

Charter Schools have been a big part of the education for people who needed to finish
high school education. Winfree is one of the Charter Schools that has helped kids to finish

their high school education .

Here in Winfree you see all kinds of people, they are attending Winfree for many
reasons that they could not finish school. In my case I had lost my credits and I was falling
behind but, when I heard about Winfree I tried all the possible to attend. When I finally

attended Winfree I felt good because of the environment.

The environment is great because you get to work at you r own pace and everything is
handy for your benefit. Winfree also has help me personally with my education, getting work
done faster, and moving forward to my graduation. I do not know if I would stayed in school

if I would not attended Winfree.

In conclusion, Winfree is a big part of education, without Winfree there would be

many kids without a high school education.




Dear Senator Shapiro,

Let me tell you a tale of a magical land; a land nestled between a humble craft store and
a mystical pet shop. This kingdom of learning is better known as Winfree. It is a charter school.
To some, charter schools are a cop-out, but to others it is a beacon of hope for a better life. When
these poor souls have been exiled from public schools or life has dealt them a bad hand, it seems
as though they will never earn high school diploma and lead a productive life. To these students
we say “Nay.” We invite them to join us on our quest for higher education. Winfree, and other
schooals like it, have a lot to offer students and | would like to tell you how Winfree has helped me,
and thousands of others in similar situations, stay in school.

Students at Winfree only go to school four hours a day. This leaves plenty of time to work
more hours at their jobs. When my parents got a divorce, | was forced to get a job and work 30-
40 hours a week. Since | was also going to school full time, this seemed to be nearly impossible.
Winfree allowed me to keep my hours without making the huge mistake of dropping out.

Another way Winfree has helped me is with its self-paced program. | can work faster on
subjects | am really good at instead of having to go at the same pace as every single other
person in my grade. On the other end of that, | can go slower on subjects that | really struggle
with. At my old high school | ended up with a 23 in Algebra 2 because | have a very hard time
with math. My teacher was too busy helping everyone else in addition to trying to keep up with
our block schedule. If | asked a question in class, | would get a very short, vague answer that only
left me more confused. If | came in for tutoring it was no different. It was only offered on some
mornings for about half an hour, and was just as crowded, if not more so, than my regular class.
At Winfree | now | have a 96 in Algebra 2 because | have the chance to siow down and have it
explained to me one-on-one. Thanks to the self-paced program, if | work really hard, | can
graduate early and get a head start on college.

In addition to the accommodating hours and self-paced environment, Winfree also has
the advantage of a more accepting attitude overall. Public high schools seem to expect students
to be one way. The kids who have learning styles, backgrounds, or personalities that differ from
the norm tend to be called out as “weird” or “freaks.” As shocking as it sounds, sometimes
adolescents don't always make the right choices. Sometimes things happen and girls end up
pregnant when they are very young or someone lands in rehab. Instead of dropping out of schoaol
and crawling into a hole to hide from society’s eye of ultimate judgment, they can get their life
back on track and finish school in a place like Winfree that won't make them feel like they have
messed things up beyond repair. Charter schools can be a place for second chances, and
second chances can make a world of difference in a teenager’s life when it seems that everyone
else has given up on them.

Allin all, charter schools aren't everybody’s cup of tea, but to the ones who seek out that
environment whether it be to graduate early or get a second lease on life, it can change their life
for the better. Education is priceless, and to take that opportunity away from someone just
because of their varying situations is to rob them of their potential. A high school education can
make a life; dropping out can break it. Charter schools give kids the chance to make their lives
great.

JoaDa G lbeg




Dear Senator Shapiro,

Quite recently it has come to my attention that a noticeable amount of
possible regret is in consideration for my current educational facility, better
known as, Winfree Academy Charter School. By regret, of course I mean, mainly
that each year charter schools are viewed with ridicule, and angst, simply because
the average person feels that it’s not an acceptable and beneficial way to receive
the “proper” amount of educational skills for the business world. Personally, the
creation of such schools is an opportunity for the students who are dealing with
issues at their publicly educated school such as, frustration, lack of motivational
encouragement, or the will to continue on. An educational environment filled
with a positive outlook on life and its many obstacles, as well as the cooperation,
and one-on-one attention from teachers provides the necessary confidence boost,
and guidance towards the right direction, while providing us with the comfort of
taking in the required learning at our own pace.

This version of self-perseverance is a rare tale to tell, because occasionally,
those who aren’t cut-out for the work load necessary to graduate at the average
pace, will eventually discover that the constant nagging, limitless amounts of
distractions, multiple hours of homework, and wretched school lunches is more
their style. Considering the fact that credits from Winfree are acceptable
nationwide, there is no problem in situations such as those. The fact that 4,000
plus students are currently attending Winfree Academy’s in the greater Dallas/Ft.
Worth area should be a very significant amount of reasoning behind why
students come to appreciate, and even rely on this specific charter school as a
means of hope to still graduate with an accredited diploma. When someone is
offering you a future on a platter, it most definitely should be taken full
advantage of! The specific privileges offered here such as, being allowed to have a
portable music player, a daily 10-minute break, including the use of snack
machines, providing various foods, and drinks, are the reasons I, and numerous
others are so intrigued by this academy, it was an environment unlike any other
I've ever experienced, and still this school tends to surprise me, due to how much
it’s beginning to operate, and act as if it were a typically educated high school.




Since I began my high school life, I've had dreams of doing great things,
being an innovator, with plans on changing the world of financial business
forever, but due to my earlier publicly educated high school, I got involved in a
serious amount of neglection when it came to attending, and caring for school in
general. I ended up getting temporarily suspended, then proceeding to continue
to play “hooky” and then ending up in court for truancy. I came to the realization
that I needed to clean up my act, and get my life together, and quick, because
otherwise my dreams of endless success could be hastily taken from me without
hesitation. I learned of this place called Winfree Academy, which most of my
friends basically frowned upon, due to its’ reputation through parental influence.
Obviously it seemed like the last place I wanted to be, but I then came to be
informed on there being various campuses around my city of Flower Mound. I
decided to do my homework, and a bit of light research on this so-called,
“academy”, and it turns out, I discovered it was an accredited high school, that
only required four hours a day attendance, and offered several different times for
classes. This immediately got my attention, and convinced me that this was my
chance to rehabilitate my continuously dropping GPA, and motivational hope of
graduating the same time as my other classmates. I enrolled here the beginning
of the 06-07 school year, and since then it has been nothing but the “promise
land” before my eyes, my opportunity of a proper graduation has been
reconsidered by Winfree, as well as the self-paced program offered to students
here, has in fact become the most beneficial program I've ever taken part in, quite
llterall} in my life!

I'm very proud of the corrections I've made in my life since I began
attending school here, they offered me a final chance to make things right, and
did so in such an enthusiastic and promising way, that no single person could be
turned away from its continuously broadening horizons, and overall ambitions to
grow from a once sought, disgrace to the educational programs in this great state
of Texas, to a well known, and commendable educational facility! If I have made
such an incredibly successful change in my life with a bit of motivation, a dash of
courage, coated in some serious ambition and drive, then whose to say that
Winfree Academy isn’t the perfect recipe for a wonderfully well-rounded
educated scholar? I hope my opinions can be of assistance in this crucial decision
involving not only my education, but my peers future as well, and I would like to
thank you for your time.

Cordially, Stefan Myers

(A student, with a promising future, coming from the little Charter school who
could!)




CHRIS BOETTCHER

Well Winfree is a great alternative for a high school education,
because there is not as much drama as other schools. Besides that there are
other ways it has helped me stay in school, and they are the ways they teach
which is much easier, because you learn at your own pace, which is an
advantage to most students that learn slower than others. Another advantage
is there aren’t any boring teachers jatbering on and on about the lesson
which gets boring and puts you to sleep. Instead of that you get to learn the
way you learn best in a self-paced e_ﬁ‘-xir{:'if".a’?ﬁ.ll‘z and since there are no boring
teachers talking on and on you get to f.: n to music while you work ,which
sometimes helps people work, because vou have a rhythm to work to. 1
know that this is a short essay, but these were the small things that helped
make a difference and helped me stay in high school and get my education

that I needed.
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To Whom It May Concern:

Winfree Academy Charter School has been my savior. I had a lot of social
problems at my public high school, and since corning here I’m able to cope with the
things that used to keep me from going to schoo!.

Before I came to Winfree I attended Central High School. I always had problems
with my self-esteem and at Central T always felt that people were making fun of me. I felt
trapped and [ had no friends to help me get over bemg made fun of. 1 was admitted into a
mental hospital after a suicidal attempt in January, 2005. 1 didn’t want to go to school and
deal with the whispers behind my back. At the heginning of the 05-06 school year [
enrolled into Winfree Academy. Right awav I knew this was the place for me. I wasn’t
person who couldn’t cope with public high schog! and nobody judged me for my past or
present. Everyone had problems and it was great to be among other people who had
similar feelings about school.

I made friends quickly among the studenis. 1 was a shy 15 year old girl who didn’t
like to get into trouble. My friends speedily took aviay my shy personality when they
started talking about why they were at Winfrze. ! was able to talk to people who
understood what I had been through and in some cases had even been through it
themselves. They didn’t judge me for the things | had done in my past and [ was able to
develop really close friendships. The friends I’ve made always give me support and 1
look forward to seeing them everyday.

I was able to make friends when I thought that T wouldn’t and it made my self-

esteem go through the roof. [ am a proud part of “tudent Council and the Goodworks




Team here at Winfree. | am able to show mv true Ilamboyant self now, when I used to be
shy and timid. Everyday I come to school and I (e} <o great. My teachers and the other
staff always say hello to me. Knowing that they “are cnough to say “Hi” and ask how
things are going make me feel like I'm cared acout. I'm not afraid to tell them about my
personal life and I’'m not afraid to try and mazke them laugh. I know that a simple smile
can brighten everyone’s day and [ know that the teachers appreciate it.

Winfree academy has changed my life. [ don’t go through depression phases, I
don’t have to take medication, I have more fiiends than [ have ever had, and [ am overall
just a happy person. If  hadn’t enrolled at Winfrce 1ast school year I would probably be

in another hospital or dead. [ owe all my happiness to Winfree and its staff and students.

A Happy Girl,

/ﬁk) FNNOLS

Katy Kinder
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It was only October of my sophomore year at Grapevine high school and I already
felt like I was just another kid trapped in those hallways from eight to three every day.
The teachers seemed too busy, coaching sports and trying to teach their over crowded
classes to take the time to help me as an individual. As my grades started to slip from A’s
and B’s to C’s and D’s, this became a big problem that carried over from school to my
home life.

[ had some really great friends at Grapevine high, but with so many kids starting
drama, spreading rumors, and pressuring their peers, it was easy to become side tracked.
Feeling like I would never get the help and attention I needed, I gave up and stopped
caring about my success in school. So now, from eight to three every day stood in those
hallways being hurt and hurting others with words, and even fists. Eventually I started to
realize how overwhelmed I’d become just by being another troubled high school statistic
heading towards dropping out.

As if this wasn’t enough, [ had been really sick for the past year and the constant stress
from school only caused me to suffer relapse after relapse. Regular doctor appointments
took me out of school a lot, and I fell even more behind in my classes.

I hit rock bottom in every part of my life, and my parents and I decided it was
time for a change. We looked into home schooling programs and charter schools such as
Winfree and bridges. When we visited Winfree, I wasn’t sure if it was for me because it
was so different from my high school, but a very different environment is what I needed
so I enrolled.

It’s amazing how quickly I caught up in my work at Winfree. I needed a new

beginning in a place where no one knew me and this was it. I can communicate so well




with my teachers here, and since the classes are so much smaller, I get help when I need
it. Instead of dropping out of high school, I now plan to graduate early. The last quarter I
completed had a one hundred percent average. I was so proud to show that to my parents!
I’ve managed to turn my life around through Winfree Academy. This experience has
given me so much more confidence in myself, I finally feel like I can accomplish

anything I set my mind to.




Anthony Ybanez

Three Advantages of Winfree

I think that Winfree is helpful in many different ways. For me I
wouldn’t know or have half the stuff that I do now with out Winfree.

One way it has help me and I’m sure many others is the four hour
day.
Because of the fact that im here for only four hour I still have time for a
full time job after school. The four hours that im here also helps me not
get bored with school.

Another reason I like this school is because of the self-pace
environment.
The self-pace environment is really helpful because if I get bored or
tired of working on one class I can switch to another. Unlike a normal
high school we don’t have to wait for a year or half a year to complete a
class if we work hard enough we can complete a class in a month or two.

I’m sure many people would agree with me when I say that this
school is also good because its not as crowded as a normal school. We
also don’t have to switch class rooms so we don’t have to worry about
being late five times a day because of the crowds. And because we don’t
have so many classes and Kkids its easyer to keep a little more control.

In conclusion this school as far as I can see is better for me. There
are so many more ways that this schools has helped me that I don’t have
time to list them.




Chaz Hermey

My whole life school has been a struggle. In all the different learning
environments I’ve been in, the one that I understand the most is Winfree,
and I will go into detail on why I believe this.

Growing up I always felt different than everyone else in school, never
really understanding why. Now that I'm here I look around and feel normal.
The kids here seem to understand where I’'m coming from. It could be
because they’ve felt the same way I did when [ was younger. If it weren’t
for this feeling of understanding I would still be in the same struggle with
school.

It’s actually really hard for me to see myself in any other school than
Winfree. Iknow that without this place I would be working full-time for
minimum wage trying to survive. For this reason I am glad a place like this
exists for people in my situation.

Not only would I be a dropout, and an outcast without charter schools,
[ would also not have the confidence I do now to take responsibility and
succeed in life. This place has shown me that my life as it was, was not
acceptable. Slowly my life has begun to improve with the help of the people
here.

Although I am only one person, with nothing special or beneficial to
offer the world, It’s nice to know someone ¢an actually care about my future
even when I myself did not. The students and staff here have all shown me
my future can be as bright as I want it to be.




Winfree Academy Charter School has been a godsend to me. This school has
enabled me to believe in my self to graduate, else wise I would have already dropped out.
Without Winfree Academy I would be going nowhere in life right now. There curriculum
is amazing and enables you to go your own pace. The four hour classes encourage me to
want to come to school everyday. I used to go to Northwest High School in Justin TX but
I would never go because I very much disliked sitting in a classroom for an hour listening
to the teacher talk. The information would go in one ear and out the other. At Winfree
Academy I teach myself how to do things. Take geometry, when I went to northwest 1
had been in geometry twice already but could never pass it until I came here I passed it in
about a month. [ actually teach myself valuable information. If you shut Winfree
Academy down you will be shutting me down so many ways. If it weren’t for Winfree
Academy I wouldn’t be in school at all.

Sincerely,
Brendi Taylor




Dear Mrs. Shapiro,

There are many students who dropout everyday and some want to go back to school
because they realize the opportunities and the things they can achieve with a complete
education. Charter schools have helped millions in many different ways by either giving
someone another chance or giving someone the chance to excel. Most people make
mistakes and they’ve those by getting them back on track. As for me I’'m here to go
through my studies quicker. I’ve never really liked school at least the way some teachers
teach and well in this environment I still get to socialize and learn at my own pace
allowing me to finish school quicker. They also give many opportunities for people with
different situations such as some that have dropped out or those who are having a child
and feel they can’t go back. And the fact that it’s only 4hrs helps lots too. I have so much
time to prioritize and get things out of the way without stressing. This makes me more
productive and I can accomplish more now. This also gives me chance to help out my
community around me which I do. It gives me more time to help those less fortunate
around my home by proving my time and help at places that give back. The people at this
school are very generous too by giving things. From money needed for our prom to
presents for the less fortunate during Christmas. Winfree is a great place and if we didn’t
have it I don’t think the communities around us would be the same. So if you're asking
yourself if you're getting what you asked for out of these schools then your answer would
be a yes. Thanks for your time and good bye

Siﬁcerely,
Benjamin Lopez




Dear Senator Shapiro,

I[f you only knew how Winfree academy has helped me through
this long journey of education, you would help me keep this school
alive. Me and my five friends have come here after almost giving
up all hope for graduating and starting a carcer. Now, three have
graduated and finally see the great light at the end of the tunnel.

When [ was in high school [ was always falling behind because
there was just too much pressure and expectations that I didn’t
know which way to turn. I didn’t like asking teachers for help
because I was shy and thought the whole class would laugh.
However, in Winfree the teachers work with me one on one, the
three sessions help me balance school and work, which takes up
the time of one whole day of regular school. Finally, these people
are like family to me now, and if this school had never came along,
[ wouldn’t know where 1’d be.

Sincerely
Craig Polizzo




Dear Senator Shapiro,

The charter school system is very important to today’s youth. It
is a place where kids who make mistakes and up changing for the
better can rebound and get caught up in the right direction. The
direction of graduating that is. It is a place where good kids can stay
on track without the distractions of regular high school drama. Also
charter schools are a much safer environment both physically and
educationally.

Winfree Academy itself has helped me dramatically. I made
a lot of the same mistakes most teenagers do in today’s world. I fell far
behind in my other school; but when I decided to recommit myself to
graduating and being a productive member of the state of Texas Winfree
Academy was there to help me get to where I wanted to be. Winfree
Academy was just like a shining beacon of hope they assured me that I could
save my education and myself. Now I am back on track to be a senior next
year at Richland High School. After I graduate in 2008 I plan on entering
The United States Marines Corps. So I can give back to this country and this
state which have given so much to me, including a second chance on my
being what I want to be. I also feel that Winfree Academy has been a much
healthier environment with no stress from peers or staff and its less stressful
four hour work days make it much easier to stay on task and productive.

Before any decisions are made or proposed please think
of the true value charter schools possess. Mentally, physically,
educationally, and emotionally.

Sincerely,
Taylor R. White




Dear Senator Shapiro,

It has come to my attention, that our building of knowledge may be getting
closed. I really cannot describe how big of a mistake it would be to shut down the only
thing that some of our students and staff have. This place of learning, is most different
from regular schools. Without Winfree Academy, so many kids are going to lose their
chance to graduate and better themselves. Basing your decision on a single TAKS score,
isn’t right. Our graduate numbers and our closeness to our faculty, should at least have a
fighting chance.

Also a huge advantage, we have over regular High Schools is our flexibility of
time. Most students who attend also need their part-time jobs to survive. How can you
turn your back on students, who are working on their school grades and their income
everyday? Not all of us, are blessed with wealthy parents who can help. A lot of us don’t
even have parents, and are on our own already.

We also work like a very close, but diverse family. We’re all from different parts
of the metroplex. From the country kids to the city kids, the only thing were all fighting
for is bringing us close together. And that’s to graduate, and to feel appreciated just like
every other hard-working student leaving High school. Since, our school is much smaller
than others, we have time to get closer to everybody on the faculty. Not just teachers, but
the principles, counselors, and even the security guard too. Which means they actually
get the chance to leave us with positive intuitions in our heads.

My biggest concern, is that with as many kids were keeping off the streets and in
school. Im not sure how you even have the heart to consider closing our place of learning
down. The people that have graduated this year alone, is unbelievable. If Winfree
Academy were to close there is no doubt in my mind that all of the students would give
up on their higher levels of education. And just continue working more hours at their
place of work. If, you think working at McDonalds for more hours, is more important
than a higher education then please go ahead with what you’ve planned.

All we need is a helping hand, that Winfree Academy has offered to us. Please,
just consider what a great opportunity your taking away from our students.

Thanks, Jaidi Barton




There are many reasons why Winfree has helped me stay in school, but I’'m not
going to bore anyone through all of them. I'm only going to name the main one why I’'m
still in school. .

My future, this school is the only one who gave me the opportunity to graduate
and get my high school diploma not my GED like some people think. To be honest I've
been rejected from three schools: Richardson, Trinity and Keys, they actually told me I
most likely won’t graduate and I was better off getting my GED. I understand why they
didn’t accept me in to the school it’s mostly because of my age and credits.

When [ first dropped out I attended night school at Berkner High to get my GED,
but it seemed endless. Sometimes I wouldn’t even be able to make it because I spent the
nights at my apartment waiting for my boyfriend to come home safely from his daily
drug runs which I disapproved off but at the same time was kind of thankful for because
it also helped us out. But that’s not how I saw myself living at all, as soon as reality
kicked in and he was incarcerated for three years I decided to get my life straight and not
end up in the same path as he did or worse. I now I’'m not the only one who needs a
diploma and want it but I actually desire it, mostly because of my past and how it ruined
the person I really care about. When I first heard about Winfree I automatically thought
another rejection to my list. I met Mrs. Gillespie and she asked me why I've been to
alternative school and the reason why I wanted to get back in school. To be honest |
thought I wasn’t going to be able to get in. But with a smile and a warm welcome she
accepted me into Winfree. I know there are many students who feel the same way when |
say Thank you, and I also want to take this opportunity to thank her and everyone else at
Winfree for this opportunity for a better future. .

Winfree gives me the opportunity to be able to keep a one to ten job to #2 help my
mother out in any way I can if possible. Also if I wouldn’t of came to Winfree and gone
to a regular school again I feel I would start skipping class and hang with the wrong
crowd I would probably never graduate so for that I'm very thankful.
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February 19, 2007

Dear Senator Shapiro,

I am a student at the Winfree Academy Charter School Grapevine Campus and I
am writing to you today in hopes that I can show you how beneficial charter schools
really are. Many students, like myself, have reasons why they are unable to attend a
traditional high school. T believe that without the opportunity to attend a charter school 1
would have been forced to drop out.

One thing that benefits all students is the self-paced work program. I can admit
that I have wasted a lot of time in the past, but this program gives me the chance to make
up the time I’ve lost. At this point, I would not be able to graduate from a traditional
high school in time, but at Winfree all I have to do is double or triple my effort and I can
accomplish that much more. At traditional high schools a student can only advance with
the class, at Winfree [ am able to move on without the need to wait for a certain student
to grasp a particular concept.

The aspect that is probably most beneficial to me is the flexible schedule available
at Winfree. When my father passed away my mother was left with a heavy financial
burden. I noticed that she wasn’t able to keep up and my only option was to find a job to
help out. The long eight-hour day of a traditional high school makes it nearly impossible
to maintain a full-time job as well as further your education. In contrast, the four-hour
day at Winfree leaves me enough time to work a8-12 hour day with no effect on my
education. These shorter days and the ability to choose between morning, afternoon, and
evening classes opens up a whole new world of possibilities for students that need to
carry their own weight financially.

The flexible schedule has also helped me in another way. Because of my
situation at the time, [ used to have very bad attendance issues. Not only did [ have
trouble getting to school on time but I also found that I could easily leave school early,
skipping classes. Attending Winfree, I have more than enough time to get here and I'm
unable to skip classes. Recently, my attendance has improved and I can finally say I am
truly on my way to graduation. ;

These are only a few ways Winfree has helped me. In actuality, I believe the
benefits of charter schools are infinite. I have seen and met many bright and talented
individuals at Winfree and I feel that without charter schools the futures of these students
would be wasted. T hope that you too understand the importance of charter schools and
choose to continue providing these opportunities.

Sincerely,




To whom it May Concern:

[ am currently a student at Winfree Academy Charter School, at the beginning of this
year, and for the past two years I attended Trinity High School, in Euless Texas (District
6, SA State Football champions last year) however could not bring myself to focus for the
entire eight hour school day, 1 would find myself falling faster and faster down what
seemed like a never ending hole, and ended up barely passing my junior year. Towards
the beginning of this year, I withdrew from Trinity and seriously took under
consideration the option of getting a GED, it was at that time that the crisis councilor at
Trinity told me about Winfree Academy, I attended orientation the day after I withdrew,
and started the day after that. Winfree is by far the best school that I have ever attended,;
its work is based primarily on the computer, and only involves a miniscule amount of
bookwork. [ find myself able to concentrate and able to finish more work than I ever
have in the four hours a day that I attend Winfree as opposed to the eight hours a day in a
public school. Winfree will be the school I graduate from, and I will graduate before the
school year ends in May, I have been able to finish almost my entire Senior year of work
in only a few months, at four hours a day, as opposed to the entire school year at eight
hours a day. I will be of voting age in only a few months and will NOT stand for the
shutting down of Texas Charter schools, too many students depend on exactly what the
Charter schools give them, an alternative to the Texas public school system, an
alternative that allows students to graduate under shorter hours, and under their own
terms. Many students find themselves as parents, and cannot attend public schools as
they have children to take care of, shutting down Winfree would pretty much be like
Texas saying “if you don’t graduate from public schools, you don’t graduate at all” which
will increase high school dropout rates, something which has declined due to Winfree and
other state charter schools. Everything’s bigger in Texas? Well so are the public schools,
many students find that a thirty to one student-teacher ratio in public schools is not
sufficient enough for a learning environment, students cannot get the help needed even
with the longer day, however at Winfree, teachers are always willing to help, and go out
of their way to make sure you understand what you are doing. If you shutdown Winfree,
you will shutdown me.

Sincerely,
Spencer Sword
Winfree Student




February 19,2007

Dear Senator Shapiro,

My name is Amanda Lewis and [ attend Winfree Academy Charter School in
Grapevine. I enrolled at Winfree in my sophomore year from Keller High School. When I
first transferred here I was behind and never liked going to school. Charter school allows
an opportunity to anyone to better them selves in education. T know that me going to a
charter school was the best decision that I could have made. It gave me the chance to
catch up and move ahead, which T have. Charter schools are self-paced which helps with
eh pressure of having to get so much work done at once. I remember when I was in
Keller I would have homework in every class which would sometimes get to be
overwhelming. At charter schools they allow more one on one help.

I am going to be a 2007 graduate of Winfree Academy Charter School. I know
that me enrolling at Winfree, a charter school was the best decision I could have made
and it’s the amazing teacher’s and all the help that T received that made it happened. I am
very proud to say that I will be a 2007 graduate of Winfree Academy Charter School.

Sincerely,
Amanda Lewis




To Whom It May Concern:

Hi, I’'m Brittany Tidwell, I'm 17 years old and I've been attending Winfree
Academy Charter School since October 2006. Winfree Academy was my last option
before I decided to drop out completely.

Before I came to Winfree Academy, I attended Haltom High School. I was a
classified sophomore with a one junior class that I should have had six others of. School
was never really important to me when I entered Haltom High. I rarely went to school
and rarely passed my classes. I hated it so much that in February 2006, I received two
tickets from the truancy officer of my school. He gave them to me in a six-month period
thinking that it would change my attitude towards school.

Even with the knowledge that I could putmy mom, my best friend, in jail for not
attending, it still didn’t change. My mom has made the best choice for me that I feel has
changed my future. She told me that Winfree was my only chance at graduating. Winfree
Academy is very good for students because if they are behind, they can come to Winfree
and catch up. Its 4 hour days call for hard working on important work and success.

Since I’ve been attending Winfree, | have made new friends, better grades and
have started making a better attendance record. Although I miss all my best friends at
Haltom, the four hour day calls for hard working and learning. I’ve come a lot farther that

I ever would have at Haltom. Winfree has saved me from dropping out and ending it all.

Brittany Tidwell

WinFRE - Wde My fwree bright.




Dear Senator Shapiro,

I Seth Christopher am excited to tell you about the benefits in
charter schools. I for one, go to Winfree academy. I love it at this
school for many reasons.

This school has helped me appreciate the idea of a diploma. With
its wonderful staff I have been determined to graduate on time. If
Winfree were not here I would have just been a kid that dropped out
and might turn into a manager at McDonalds down the road. But instead
I'm going to get a diploma. If I keep the same mindset I will go to
college and have a much more furnished future.

I also love the four hours a day, which lets me, and many others
keep a full time job while attending class. And it being a self-paced
school I have not only caught up where I should have been but also
pulled ahead. With Winfree's strict rules and awesome staff all students
are kept quite so that each student can do his or her work without any
distractions.

Above are the reasons why I love and think that charter schools
are so good for us. I don't know where I would be if it wasn't for
Winfree.

Sincerely Seth Christopher




Dear Senator Shapiro,

| would like to let you know how Winfree has helped me and
many other students. Winfree has helped me because this was me
and a lot of other students last resort. For me this school has helped
me by out so much because it's a lot smaller than my other schools
so the teachers have more individual time for each student.

| came to Winfree because my old school had so many people
in it so | didn't get the academic attention | needed, but the teachers
at Winfree will actually sit down and help me with what | need help
with and actually guide me through it.

Without Winfree my parents would have to send me back to
sylvan and we don't have that kind of money right now so Winfree
has helped my family out a lot.

Basically | think that Winfree is well worth the state’s money. If
the state disagrees then | know a lot of kids would be very upset, and
| know | would be too. | also think the Texas drop out rate will
increase by a lot if the state decides to close down charter schools.

Sincerely,
Chelsea Richardson




Dear Senator Shapiro.

What would have happened to my education without Winfree? Well., I know |
would have become a normal High School dropout. I also would have never achieved a
High school diploma, and I would of never seen my parents so happy about secing me so
good at school. Winfree has really helped me stay in school and complete my education,
and I will explain how next.

First off, I would have become a High school dropout. What good can someone
say a dropout is? No diploma and no future in anything. I would have never made it this
far into school without the help of winfree.

Secondly. I would of never in my life dreamed of getting my high school diploma.
That was that thing in my life I never thought I would get. Now I know that no matter
what I will be able to get my diploma and make something out of myself.

And thirdly. I would have never seen my parents proud of me for anything in this
world. Now I'm progressing so much they cannot believe it. My parents thought they
would never see me where I am at now in life. They see me becoming a better person
from my experiences here at Winfree.

In conclusion. Winfree has greatly influenced me to stay in school. Remember: |
was considering being a dropout, I can get my diploma now, and my parents are the
proudest out there. That is how winfree has helped me out in my time here.

Thank you very much,
Amanda Miller o




Dear Ms. Shapiro my name is Jesse Gomez and I have something for you to
know. The schools I attended before Winfree Academy didn’t work out for me so well. It
feels like Winfree has restarted my attitude toward graduation and got me back on the
working track. I have attended this school for a little over a year now and it has been
wonderful. If this school was shut down I’'m 99.9% sure I would not graduate high
school. My goal as of now is to graduate and go to TCC. But that would not be possible
without the help of Winfree Academy so please make the right choice

/3’;3‘5 A C’Tohe Z

Jesse Gomez



To whom it may concern:

[ came to Winfree because I have gone to a few different schools,
but have never done well. I have ADD and can not concentrate
well when listening to lectures. My whole life I have made C's and
D’s no matter how hard I tried or what school I would go to, until I
came to Winfree Academy. Some people think this is a school for
stupid kids that just like to get in trouble but it definitely is not.
There are many kids here that work hard everyday and can’t wait
to graduate and go to college. The students here learn just as much
if not more than at any other schools. I am now making all A’s.
Before I came here I was not planning on going to college because
of my grades, but now because of Winfree I am now planning on
going to a four year university. I can now come to school work at
my own pace so I can actually learn instead of just memorizing the
information just to get by, then I can go to work so I can pay for
my own things and get ready for college. I don’t think it is fair to
judge this school by its TAKS scores because TAKS isn’t
something you learn in a year or two it is something you learned
over all the years of going to school so if there is any one to blame
for low TAKS scores it should be the others school that the
students came from before they came to Winfree.

Smcerely, W

Cassie Schell



Joe Russell

Winfree Academy-Richardson
1661 Gateway Circle
Richardson, TX 75080

RE: The Need for Winfree Academy

To Whom It May Concern:

Much discussion has been had of late regarding accountability for charter schools.
Senator Shapiro has now introduced legislation requiring higher accountability for said
mstitutions. However, in the seemingly endless quagmire of TAKS, No Child Left
Behind, and a dozen other “catch phrases”, political talking points, and inadequate
assessment measures what is being over-looked is the well-being of children.

Let me clarify my point. Winfree Academy is a charter school for mostly at-risk
kids. All of our kids are not the cream of the academic crop. Many of them do not have a
family support structure that provides for even their basic needs, let alone any kind of
support for academic success. Often our students come to us because they have not been
successful in a traditional school environment and many have been in trouble with the
law.

For some, 1t would be easy to forget about these kids. It is all too easy to write
them off as a waste of time or as bad kids. The traditional school systems certainly seem
to have taken that exact approach or our student population would not be swelling like it
is.

But these are not bad kids. They are just kids. And like a lot of kids, they do some
stupid things and sometimes they are not the best students. But put yourself in many of
their shoes for a moment. If every day of your life was a struggle to survive, would you
give a damn about Algebra?

That is where we come in. Our job here at Winfree is to teach children. But more
importantly, it is to provide a place where these kids can come and feel safe and to be
with responsible, adult role models who care whether they live or die.

Make no mistakes, we are not miracle workers. We cannot save every kid. Our
system, like anything created by human beings, has i1t’s flaws. But our kids know that
they have teachers and faculty that care about them and that we will do our best for them.
I cannot tell you what that is worth in a dollar amount. To some, maybe not much. It is
not an asset that can be measured by testing and bureaucracy. But when we get to the
point in education where we completely disregard that special kind of contact with a child
that we work so hard to develop here at Winfree, then that is when I will be ashamed to
call myself a teacher and will find another line of work.

Sincerely,

K

Joe Russell



Rachel Egan

4204 Nasmyth Dr.
Plano, T.X. 75093
February 19, 2007

Dear Senator Florence Shapiro,

It has recently come to my attention that Winfree Academy Charter Schools are in
danger of being closed. | am writing you this letter to try to persuade you to rethink that.
And I hope by the end of this letter you will see just how Winfree Academy Charter
Schools have changed the lives of many young students.

The kids that attend Winfree aren’t like regular kids. They have had problems,
and difficulties, that most of the youth should never have to deal with. Everywhere you
look, there is advertisement for drugs, alcohol, and sex, making this generation and the
ones to come subjected to the corruption of this world. A few of these kids have turned
out wrong, and messed up. But that doesn’t mean they still don’t have a chance. When
everybody else has given up on these kids Winfree gives them and extra chance when
their last chance was taken away. Despite if the students here still don’t do their work,
and slack off, the majority of us does our work and wants to graduate. This is the only
place for us to do it.

Winfree Academy Charter School had been a blessing to me. About a year ago I
had to leave school and take a whole year off. When I finally went back to school, I went
to Vines High School of Plano ISD. I didn’t have any friends, so I didn’t eat lunch, I
couldn’t sleep, and I was constantly scared. On the third day of school I fainted smashing
my head onto a solid wooden art table causing me to have a seizure. (Talk about freak
accident.) I couldn’t go back there. Then I heard about Winfree and it was the best thing
that ever happened. Now that I go to Winfree, I have friends, and I'm more open and I
feel a lot more comfortable around other students. I’'m happy and content. I love Winfree.
I want to study, and I want to come to school each day. Winfree is a home away from
home for me and I'm pretty sure I could say that for a lot of students attending Winfree.

There aren’t many places like Winfree Academy Charter Schools. Most school
districts are babysitting. Half the time in a regular school all the teachers are doing is
babysitting. Keeping the students is for seven to eight hours. Yes regular schools have
their perks like sports, and drama clubs, and fine arts. But Winfree tries their hardest to
make us feel like a real high school. They have a student council who now at this moment
is raising money for prom. Even though we don’t have as many perks as a regular high
school does, we have the perk or hope. Regular high schools aren’t meant to have
students like these in them. Winfree is the only place for students like us.

The environment, the teachers, and the kids, it all makes it so much easier to
work. Yes a lot of the students don’t realize how lucky they are to go here, but a lot of
student here do. A lot of students need this place. The teachers here are some of the best
teachers I’ve had in my whole educational life. Never in my life have I loved going to



school. Tknow that Winfree will always be here for me, unless I screw it up for myself. I
have a good future here. I learn more, and I want to work to get better grades. After
everything that has happened, Winfree has been there for me. The teachers who always
want to talk to you, who go out of their way to make you smile, are amazing. Winfree is a
sanctuary almost. I have made friends, I am happy, I am doing well in school, and I am
working hard to graduate. If you close Winfree Academy Charter Schools you will be
shattering a lot of kids dreams and plans for their future. So please rethink closing my
school. It’s the only place that I love going to and it’s the only place I feel totally myself.

Sincerely,
Lpduh
i W~
Rachel Elizabeth Egan



February 19, 2007
Dear Senator Shapiro,

My name is Desiree Squire, and I am a second year math teacher at Winfree Academy
Charter School’s Richardson Campus. [ know this letter is lengthly, so I appreciate you
taking the time to read it in detail. I have substituted at Dallas Can! Academy and in
DISD, so I have had experience in regular districts as well as charter schools. As a Math
teacher, I see how the level of basic skills among students as a whole had dropped over
the years since [ was a student. When I receive new students of all ages that lack the
basic skills they should have acquired years before coming to me it saddens me. You are
about to punish Charter schools for the short-comings of regular schools.

The school that I work at is a “Choice” school, yet it is often looked at as a “last resort”
school. This is because the regular school districts either failed these students or simply
gave up on them. Many of them with dreams of a high school diploma are too old to
attend regular school, and would have to “settle” fora GED. 1 ALWAYS encourage
students to get their diploma and only go for a GED as a last resort. Finishing High
School shows a sign of discipline, that they didn’t give up.

Our students were required to write an autobiography the first week of school to put in
their portfolios where they keep their work, and they were aware that the teacher’s would
be reading them. Some of the stories of what these kids have been through honestly
brought tears to my eyes. Abused, raped, abandoned, pregnant, living in cars, rehab, you
name it, these kids have been through it. Despite what they have been through, they still
have the desire and passion to get their education. Did you know that we have a
pregnancy program that includes a day care allowing these teenage moms to bring their
child to an in-house FREE nursery? Local traditional schools kick out pregnant teens,
just one more way to tell them they made a mistake and we don’t want them around. The
students here will tell you that public school didn’t give them a chance to make up for
their wrong doings and threw their hands up. Well, Winfree opened its arms.

As a math teacher, I have participated in TAKS prep for EVERY school that I have
worked at. Dallas Can! Academy even hired me to teach in a summer program strictly
for TAKS. These kids were failed long before they came to any of the charter schools.
For me to have an 18 year old in Algebra 3" quarter that does not know him
multiplication table from 1 to 10 but received 70’s on his transcript from a well-known
regular ISD proves my point. They simply passed him along, now he and his present
school, Winfree, are suffering their short-comings. Winfree and many other Charter
schools are picking up the slack for what other schools didn’t want to deal with.

I have students that work full-time, live on their own, arrive to school consistently AND
complete their work. Ts it their fault that their parents were on drugs and abused them?
No, it is not. However, if they had to attend school for 8 hours a day, they would have a
much harder time financially supporting themselves and finishing school at the same
time.
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As for myself, I can find a job without much effort, I know my skills and what I have to
offer. 1took a $5000 salary cut by coming to Winfree, because I WAS offered jobs in
Dallas ISD and Lancaster ISD. [ felt in my heart that the students here could benefit
more from someone like myself. My personal upbringing and background is very
reputable and diverse and that is exactly what these kids here need. I am a military
dependent and went to 3 high schools, and have many experiences. [ have to say that one
of the BEST qualities about Winfree is what I call the “mesh” factor. T have never been
in an environment where everyone gets along so well and feels like they belong.

Whether they are GenEd, SpEd, a genius, average, fat, skinny, black, white, attractive,
unattractive, all according to society’s stereotypes, they simply mesh together. Everyone,
teachers included, felt as if we didn’t fit in at regular schools.

These students love it here and feel that not only did their previous schools give up on
them, but now the state is about to give up on them and close one more door of
opportunity. So many students have come to me pleading, “We don’t have anywhere else
to go, we are too old to go to regular school!” How can we honestly preach about how
important education and keep making it more and more difficult for our future leaders to
have ample opportunity at receiving one? If these kids didn’t come here, most of them
would be out on the streets doing God knows what. I ask that you take this and the many
other letters from educators and students into consideration in making your decisions in
your upcoming proceedings. Once again, I thank you for your time.

Singerely,

ng‘— A %
Desiree A. Squlre

Math Teacher
Winfree Academy Charter School
Richardson, TX Campus
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

Winfree Academy has helped me immensely. Without this school, I am not sure
where I would be right now. Before enrolling at this school, I had withdrawn twice from
my local high school because of personal reasons. Essentially the simple version is as
follows: my parents had divorced, we lost our house, and I was forced to attend a new
school all within a six month period. I did not respond favorably to these events and
spiraled into a deep depression. At my lowest point, my mother involuntarily checked
me into a rehab clinic. There I learned humility and what true hell was like. The people I
met there showed me that my problems, in comparison to theirs, were trivial. I was not a
drug abuser, I had not been molested as a child, and my mother had not been shot in the
head in front of me when I was young. This was the beginning of the end of my
depression. Although it would take me quite a bit longer to fully get my life on track my
views on the world and subsequently my life had changed.

During this time I had my first experiences with Winfree. I was instructed to
attend the school, briefly, as a way to finish out the school year. At this point, attending
the school full time was not on my mind. After the summer, I returned back to my local
high school in Coppell. Things went well for the first few months, but ultimately I was
still unhappy. One day I went to my mother and told her I no longer wished to attend
Coppell High School. She was upset and over the next few months and was patient in
trying to get me to go back to school. During this time she did not become angered with
me and did her best to try and help with the situation. This time off gave me the time |
needed to really think over my life, where I was, where I was going, and what I needed to
do. I could not be a high school dropout. This was simply NOT an option. I came to the
conclusion that perhaps attending Winfree full time would be a beneficial option. I
believed that the self paced environment would remove the stress factor from school,
giving me the time and space I needed to attack my problems head on, kill off this
depression (whether it was situational or medically caused), and get my life back on
track. The self paced structure would also allow me overcome the time I had lost and
work as fast as I could, making sure I graduated within a reasonable time frame.

My predictions were right. Winfree gave me the tools I needed to turn things
around. Going into the school year I had a new, clear, mindset: I could not allow myself
to be dragged down and the only person capable of changing my life for the better was
ME. I fully took advantage of the self paced environment and worked as hard as I could
every day. Since, at Winfree, there are no deadlines or homework, a significant source of
tension and stress was removed. I focused on improving myself and getting things back
on track. During my first full year at Winfree I lost 40 pounds, met my current girlfriend
(we are still together), focused myself academically and once and for all killed the
depression that was causing me so much trouble. Without the relatively stress free
environment offered by Winfree, I sincerely doubt my turn around would have been as
quick, or whether it would have happened at all.




To Whom It May Concern:

I'm a student at one of the many Winfree Academy Charter Schools that you're
trying or debating on closing down, which I have a problem with.

One of the main reasons I'm writing this letter of concern is that you can’t shut
down all the Winfree Academy Charter Schools, because they better us as students in as
people. I know it’s not much for you to understand, but your right. You don’t understand
if vou shut down Winfree Academy Charter Schools then your shutting down hard work
that were putting in seven days a week.

Then if that happens your also shutting down our heart in a education that we
couldn’t receive at any public school, because some of us work at a self pace
environment. It’s hard for you to understand because you don't live the life that some of
us do. Most of you went threw High School without a problem in got your Diplomas and
College Degrees congratulation that something we would like to receive in life as well,
but your putting a stop to that dream of thousands of students.

Most of us at Winfree Academy Charter Schools aren’t blessed with that dream or
life, shutting Winfree Academy Charter Schools means your shutting down thousands of
lives which you guys don’t understand we work hard just as well as most of the public
schools, but at a slower rate of speed in that’s aproblem with you because?

Please don't blame us for not passing the TAKS or what not it’s not our fault if
you look at the problem our way then you'll understand most of the blame is towards you
guys in the state. Every year you make that test harder in harder which is not easy for
most of us because were not geniuses if that was the case we wouldn’t need Winfree
Academy Charter Schools or any other Charter School that helps us to better our
education. Just realize if Winfiee Academy Charter Schools are shut down then you may
be shutting down thousands of lives of students and teachers that put there heart in soul
into this school I'm pretty sure that most of the students will drop out in become nothing
in this world of nothing to be without the facieses of tomorrow in the future. So realize
you 're not doing a good deed your doing something worse then a deed your shutting
down hope that was built by Winfree Academy Charter Schools. Where students like
myself could work at there own pace without worrying about tomorrow until that day
comes, but now it might not be a tomorrow for most of us.

I know if you shut down Winfree Academy Charter Schools I'm dropping out of
school period because there’s not hope for me at a public school.

Thanks for reading this letter of concern hope is what were whishing for so make
our dreams come true don’t crush them.

Thanks,

Antoine Johnson
February 19, 2007
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Whitney Nicole Bradford

To Whom It May Concern:

Winfree Academy Charter Schools has been a good experience for me although it
seems like I am behind but really I have learned more here than if I was in regular high
school. In regular high school you have teachers spoon feeding you but here at Winfree
you have to learn things for yourself because in regular school all you do is take notes do
worksheets and take a test at Winfree its pretty much the same but you have to apply the
knowledge yourself to pass your test mind you can get one on one help if you need it but
if you just slow down and focus you should be able to master your subject at regular
school you don’t have a self paced environment where you can take you time to learn a
subject but be for real all students are not going to spend hours on doing school work at
home because you spend eight to ten hours at school and you want to chill out when you
get home well at least that’s how I was so I would get up early in the morning and do my
work but that was not a really good choice that I made . One thing I have noticed is
regular public high school is not for everyone people learn at many different speeds and
different ways and not only that many students that go to Winfree have a challenging
home life I am not saying that kids that are in regular school lives are easy but for me my
life has its challenges my mom and my step dad are both disabled and so after I come to
school I go directly home and take care of them something’s they cant do for themselves
so I have to do it and I wouldn’t have been able to take care of them as well if I attended
regular high school. Winfree Academy Charter School has made me recognize that I am
responsible for my own actions and my education. Without Winfree I probably would
have been another statistic on the high school drop out list. Winfree academy has only
been open for approximately eight years and so its going to have to take sometime for the
Winfree staff and students to work the problems out but its going to take a lot of hard
work, prayer, and determination. But most of all I am proud to be a Winfree Academy
Charter School student. My advice would be don’t give up on Winfree academy its going
to take hard work like I said before but we can not forget about all the young adults that
attend this school and we are going to be the future generation that’s going to be your
doctor or lawyer some day or someone you are going to have to deal with somewhere and
some kids need this school to graduate.




Elizabeth Pinto

To Whom It May Concern:

There are many reasons that I think that Winfree Academy Charter Schools
should stay open. Te one main reason is that many of the students that go here don’t have
a choice to go anywhere else.

There is a huge range of why these students are here, some were sick so they
couldn’t go to any other school comfortably so they had to come to Winfree and others
were living in Africa as a missionary and other schools didn’t accept the time studied
over there. So the only choice these people have is to come to Winfree Academy Charter
School and hope to finish school in an appropriate time period.

For example, | am planning on being a doctor and I also plan on finishing school
by December. The reason [’'m not in any other High school was because I was in Africa
as a missionary helping schools teach young children who can’t afford to get a good
education and I also helped make food to distribute throughout the people. I also went to
school there but when I came back here other schools wouldn’t accept what I did there so
I came to Winfree Academy Charter School hoping to catch up to my appropriate grade.
accomplish all of my goals and my goal this year is to finish school. If Winfree Academy
Charter School closes I would have no more hope and have to get a GED to be able to get
into a Medical School in the time that I planned:to.

So all that I ask is that Winfree Academy Charter Schools don’t close this year or
the next to keep on giving hope for other students like myself who actually want to
become someone in life and that try hard. My sister (14) is now living and studying with
missionaries in Paraguay and when she comes back she hopes to have Winfree Academy
Charter Schools open to be able to have the same choice I did instead of having to start
all over from scratch.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Franga Pinto
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February 19, 2007
Senator Florence Shapiro,
Dear Senator,

It is with great pride that | write this letter as a faculty member at Winfree Academy. | have been in the
field of education as an instructor and administrator for over 13 years and | have never been apart of an
educational institution as focused on the development of the student as a productive, educated
individual.

Winfree Academy takes in all students regardless of their past and looks to facilitate the improvement
of their future. It is true that this school has a unique approach to education but our students are truly
unique and to reach them we have to "go outside the box.” The attention to individualized education
and a self paced curriculum to reach this specialized population of student is simply not possible in a
traditional ISD. Are we to cast out these students because of a standardized test which is in no way a
true or accurate assessment of an individuals knowledge? There are surely other means by which to
hold accountability and assessment of our unique student centered school.

| do not take education lightly. | have spent my life as an advocate education and educational reform.
To abruptly shut down a school based solely on something as debatable as a standardized
assessment is a complete and utter failure to the students of the great state of Texas.

| eagerly await your response.

Science Teacher
Winfree Academy-Richardson
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February12, 2007

The Honorable Senator Shapiro
P.O. Box 12068

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Senator Shapiro,

I have been at Winfree Academy Charter School for four years as the Program Director
for the Courage Program, a program within Winfree Academy designed to provide
students who have or had previous problems with substance abuse, but who are now
committed to recovery. The Courage Program and Winfree Academy has a positive
impact on the type of students we serve, in that, each student has the opportunity for
credit recovery, as well as receiving individualized academic guidance.

The curriculum is a self-paced curriculum, thus allowing for each student the chance for
accelerated graduation. Each student within the Courage Program are given support for
their recovery from substance abuse while being afforded a positive learning environment
in a classroom that provides a safe and supportive environment from the temptations and
pressures of drugs and alcohol. The majority of our students graduate and are continuing
their pursuit of Post-High School education and/or serving in the military services.

The question your office has to ask is not “Are Charters School providing the education
needed to pass a State-mandated test, the TAKS, but when will the students pass the
TAKS test?” When you serve an at-risk population, as our system does, there are
emotional, mental, social, and family factors that will interfere with school performance
and ability to becoming successful. By providing a positive learning environment, our
students are able to facilitate their own successes for the first time in their life by
experiencing and realizing that they can set and obtain goals in their life, thus further
developing self-esteem and worth, as well as stabilizing family systems and creating a
more productive environment to grow and develop. The first Objective within the
Mission Statement of the Texas Education Code states that there must be a relationship
between the school and families in order for success to be possible. The Courage
Program mandates that kind of contact from families who want their children in our
program.

I encourage and invite you and your staff to visit our Courage Program here at Winfree
Academy and talk with our students face-to-face to hear their success, plans, wishes, and

1661 Gateway Blvd., Richardson, Texas 75080
Phone: 972-234-9855 - Fax: 972-234-9975

www.winfreeacademy.com
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stories BEFORE you make a decision regarding telling them they are not successful if
they cannot pass a State-mandated test within a two year period. It is not the school that
suffers, but the students who lose a safe, supportive environment within to grow and
develop.

Sincerely,
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Chuck Jaecks MS, LCDC
Courage Program Director

1661 Gateway Blvd., Richardson, Texas 75080
Phone: 972-234-9855 - Fax: 972-234-9975
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February 18, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

My name is David Sutton Jr.. I am a nineteen-year-old student at one of the
Winfree Academy Chater Schools in my area. I came here in January not because I was
failing or because I was worried about graduating. No I came because I am expecting an
addition to my world. Here at Winfree Academy I will be able to work full time starting
in the next couple of weeks. Winfree was originally introduced to me through my sister,
Christina Sutton. She came her because she has fallen behind in her studies. I guess I was
the more studious of the two of us. She came and had the opportunity make something of
herself but chose not to. She came her in August of this school year and got expelled
because of her hot temper. She got zero credits in her time here. But she didn’t take hold
of her opportunities. She didn’t take Winfree for all it is worth. Since being here in my
short time I have earned almost a credit and a half while working near 36 hours a week.
My projection until graduate is mid March at the latest. Winfree is more like a saving
grace from God than anything.

I am writing to you because it was brought to my attention that not just Winfree,
but many Charter Schools are at risk of closing down because of the test scores that their
students attain on TAKS this year. I feel that to be closed down because of some students
lack of performance, is not only not fair, in no light right. Is that test really testing the
knowledge of the students who take it? Webster classifies knowledge as the attaining of
information. How does a test, examine how much the student does or does not know? A
teacher told me that they are taught to teach through three different mediums, the audio,
visual, and practical. So how can one test channel in all three mediums. Recalling
information is a completely different thing.

I would like you to consider this. Winfree Academy is a vital tool in the “No
Child Left Behind” program implemented by our President, George Bush. This is an “At
Risk™ school, why you close it down? We are at risk to being the next person locked up
if our options don’t change. Winfree Academy is not just a holding cell for your future
convicts. But it will be if you close us down. Yes these TAKS test are a “helping” tool to
a successful future, but Winfree gives us one last chance to have a future.

Thank you for your listening to what I had to say and I pray that you would
consider what has been said.




To Whom This letter may concern:

My name is Christopher Nicholson. I am enrolled in winfree
academy specifically because the hours here are less time
consuming and I know if I continue to apply myself I can get out
of school faster than I would at a regular school. I could have
graduated a long time ago when I went here back in 2004-2005 but
I was here for the wrong reasons instead of the right ones...All I
wanted was attention and to be the class clown instead of buckling
down and doing the work, and in doing so instead of graduating on
time with my class I had to stay behind and play catch up. I’'m
older now and I’m seeing that without at least a high school
diploma, its hard for the job marketto take you seriously. I like the
atmosphere here at Winfree because you are surrounded by a
bunch of teachers that care just as much as you do about getting
your work done. So I work just as hard now as I ever did thanks to
selective teachers. Winfree has meant nothing more to me but just
a second chance for me, because there’s been plenty of times
where I wanted to give up but Winfree has given me the chance I
needed to redeem myself.



Dear Senator Shapiro,

My name is Megan Bostelmann and I am the Courage English teacher at Winfree
Academy Charter School. As you are probably aware, our school will be shut down if
this new bill is passed. I realize that the state of Texas bases academic achievement on
the TAKS test, but I am asking you to make an exception in the case of charter schools.

I have twenty-six students in my class. These twenty-six students have been
given a second chance at a high school education. These twenty-six students come to
class everyday and move closer to their goals. These twenty-six students are not in jail.
These twenty-six students are not living on the street. These twenty-six students are not
using drugs.

For many of the students, the Winfree Courage program has been a turning point
in their recovery. The pressures of main stream school do not exist here. Winfree has
created a safe place for them to learn that is completely drug free.

If this school is shut down, those twenty-six students will suffer. Antonie Medlin,
Ashleigh Lealan, Rebecca Christian, Qua-Neisha Lyons, Colby Wieland, Brook
Husereau, Stephanie Vanstone, Chris Reed, Corey Reed, Jedidiah Leoffler, Joel
Jacobson, Brittany Monschein, Scott Shaulis, Justin Weaver, Christina Clonts, Alix
Altenbaumer, Ashley Roberts, Allyson Anderson, Johnathan Speakman, Jameson
Greiner, Kristen Emerline, Ryan Cramer, Leah Grant, Amanda Moore, Kenzie Poole, and
Carlos Trujillo will be lost.

Right now, these twenty-six students are working to improve their education.
Please don’t put an end to that.

DAL

Megan Bdstelmann
Courage Program

Sincergly,




To whom it may concern. February 19, 2007

How I Came To Winfree....

Before I came to Winfree I had attended Summit High School in Mansfield and
then I had attended Trinity High School in HEB. The reason that I chose to come to
Winfree was because I got married at the age of 17 this was my junior year, and I wanted
the chance to graduate early so that I could take care of my family. Now I am pregnant
with our first baby and closer to reaching my goal. If it wasn’t for Winfree I don’t know
if I would have ever gotten closer to finishing school. Winfree has been good for me and
my husband.

My husband had come to Winfree last year. It was his last chance to graduate. He
had 8 credits to finish in his High School career in the course of three months. Other
schools would have just laughed at him and said good luck. But not Winfree they helped
him all they could and he earned all eight of his credits in a mere two months. He _
graduated a month early. No one thought that he could complete the requirements except
for the staff at Winfree Academy. They help so many students on a daily basis to move
on with their lives. Without Winfree being around there would be a lot less educated
people in the world. Winfree is one of the best things that has happened in my life.

Al

Sincerely,

Christina Mitchell



February 19, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Becky. I began going to Winfree Academy at the beginning of
August, and I love it. [ came in as a junior and I am now beginning my
senior year. I was kicked out of my home school Birdville High School for
fighting and they accepted me back in. I personally didn’t want to be in high
school anymore, and I still do not want to be in high school. For a lot of
people high school is supposed to be the time of your life, but for me at
Birdville it was hell. Here at Winfree I get the chance to be in an isolated
community where I was able to obtain my honors credit for Algebra 2,
which I would have never been able to do at Birdville.

I am now 4 months pregnant and expecting in July. My goal that I put my
self to is to graduate in May. A year early, and if this school is shut down I
will be forced to put my child in a child care facility until I get out of school
at 3:30 rather than, asking my grandfather to just watch my child until 12
when I get out of school.

Since August,I have seen many people graduate that I thought never had a
chance. People who dropped out of school or got kicked out when they were
a senior in High School. They came in, sat down and graduated in 3 months.
There was also a girl in classroom that came in a senior and graduated in less
than 2 months. It was-amazing.

I believe that Winfree is an excellent place for people to get out of school
that are “lost” and need some place to go and work. Please take into
consideration all the students that do not have a chance in a regular high
school.




February 19, 2007

Dear Sir or Madam:

I have a Masters degree. Ihave been a high school math substitute for RISD for 8 years.
This is my second year as a Texas Certified high school math teacher, teaching at Winfree
Academy Charter School.

When I was a substitute, I preferred substituting for teachers with pre-AP and upper-level
math classes (Algebra 2 and above) because the students were better behaved. The
Algebra 1 and Geometry classes had more discipline issues and the students’ math skills
were frequently extremely poor. I noticed that these lower-level classes were much too
large, given the poor math skills of so many students, for any teacher to adequately help
each student. Too many of these students had not adequately mastered basic math skills
and could not comprehend the teacher’s math lesson. This resulted in inattentiveness and,
for me, behavior problems. The upper-level math classes did not contain these students.
They were gone. Did they move? Did they drop out of school? I had no way of knowing.

I received my certification through the Region 10 Alternative Certification Program and
am now teaching at Winfree Academy Charter School. Last year, I was surprised at the
large number of Winfree students that I knew from public high school math classes, for
which I had substituted the previous year. When I talked to them, they had a variety of
reasons for being at Winfree. They were sick too often and would absence fail classes;
they were in too much trouble at their old school; they couldn’t keep up with the teacher
and assignments; or they simply didn’t like the rigidity of school and wanted to graduate
early to get out. They would have either dropped out or could go to Winfree. They chose
to attend Winfree.

I had a student receive 2 four-year scholarships last year that completely paid for all of her
college tuition and expenses at Texas Women’s University. We do have some very gifted
students. I also helped a student last year re-learn a semester of Algebra 2 so that she could
graduate. This would not have been possible in a public school. She would have been
another dropout. The structure of this school allows students to complete their studies at
their own pace, allowing for health and learning issues. Students are given that one extra
chance to pull their lives together and graduate.

Each student that graduates instead of dropping out of school enjoys a better quality of life.

Each student that graduates instead of dropping out is a life saved. Please vote against the
bill to shut down charter schools. Our students need them.

Sincerely,

Lo



70 whom it may concern:
Why | chosg Winfregl!

Al my friends went to Winfree, whilg [ went to Birdville. They all told
mg how mueh they liked Winfree and how mueh work they have
completed. They explaingd to meg how Winfree is self paced, ong is able
to complete as degsired. Winfree is the type of environment [ nged to be
sucegssful in life. | hated being at Birdville, there werg too many
distractions for me. [ had hard time Igarning with these distractions.

My frignds told me that Winfree might be the right type of place |
need to be at to finish my high sechool gducation. | started looking up
somg information about Winfree and spoke to my mother about letting
me attend. She agreed with me and thought it was a good idea. Now
that | have begn going to Winfree | am much happier and garned
multiplg ergdits. [ plan on graduating with in the ngxt month. If | were
still at Birdvillg | know | wouldn’t have comg this far. | am looking
forward to my high school graduation.

CO OSPREY"S21

Sineerely,

Keri Barfield



Karen Collins
3110 Skyway Circle S.
Irving, Texas 75038
972-251-2010

February 19, 2007

Attention: Congressional Hearings for the 25% Rule
In Charter Schools/ Submit for public record

To Whom It May Concern:

[ have been employed at Winfree Academy Charter Schools for almost seven years.
Winfree is a vital part of the community in serving students who are not successful in the
public school arena. It is imperative that charter schools not be penalized by this 25% rule
regarding Taks test scores, because the cliental of students we serve are at-risk-kids, and
are already behind the public school students. Therefore, charter schools, especially
Winfree Academy, serves a crucial role in educating and graduating students, who
otherwise, would become another dropout statistic. As a charter school teacher, I request
that the 25% rule, be overturned and allow Winfree Academy to continue to educated the
throw-away kids of our society.

<

gg_rf\li’q-/vv M
Zaren Collins—English Department Chair

Winfree Irving Campus




To the Texas Legislature

To be entered as written evidence in support of Charter Schools
February 19, 2007

This is my third year as Diversified Career Preparation Coordinator (Work Program) at
the Winfree Academy Charter School Irving Campus. Many of our students work more
than 40 hours per week to support their family. My observation is a staff of dedicated
professionals serving the “whole child.” These at-risk students come to us with
academic. emotional and social needs. Every attempt is made to meet their needs in a
very caring atmosphere. Today might be a day where extra food for their family is
required. Tomorrow might be a need for a counseling session. The next day might be
the need for individual tutoring on an assignment or test. Each teacher makes the student
feel secure enough and safe enough to ask for help. Our schools offer that hope to cach
child who enters the building - the hope for success in their academic future and life.

[ have had students tell me:
“ I feel much safer here than at the public high schools in the arca.”.

“Teachers really care about each student. They explain things to us — not just pass out
papers!”

“I get more individual attention at Winfree.”
I have attended two graduation ceremonies. Each has been very inspiring. [ have seen

the expressions of gratitude on parent’s faces and the hope for the future for their
children. Many would not be walking that stage if it weren’t for Winfree Academy.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Nachtweh



Winfree Academy Charter High School
February 19, 2007

Dear Sir or Madam:

We are extremely concerned about the upcoming S.B.4 being introduced to Congress at this time.
Passage of this bill in its current state would be detrimental to many charter schools that are truly
making a difference many children's lives. | do believe that accountability for charter schools is needed
and highly important. However, we must take into consideration the great things charter schools are
accomplishing for students and communities. If we truly are advocates for all children we will not be
quick to close down charter schools. As an educator making a difference in at least one or a million
different lives is what education is all about. As educators we should and will never give up. | have
personally seen hundreds of students lives changed because of the Winfree Academy Charter High
School. Taking the extra step to overcome the obstacles many of our students face today is not easy
and takes a tremendous amount of time and dedication. At Winfree Academy we have many highly
qualified teachers and staff that are willing to go that.extra mile for all kids and are committed to never
giving up on our students.

Thank you very much for all your work,

Sincerely,

Evoaly ME emen

Emily McClarnon, M.ed
Special Education Teacher
3110 Skyway S. Circle
Irving, TX. 75063
469-688-6803

emilymcclarnon@yahoo.com



My name is Cheryl Jackson, and [ am a teacher.

I have given my life in service to my country - as a soldier for six years and as an
educator with over 30 years of experience in a wide variety of educational settings. Eight
to ten years ago, I began to get discouraged...disillusioned with the public school system
and increasingly frustrated with our inability to truly meet the needs of all students. They
were not failing us. We were failing them. The one thing we were effectively teaching
was to hate learning and to hate school. As a result, [ made the decision to leave the
public school system and try an alternative setting. The reason I am writing today is that
I firmly believe the charter school system provides a successful model for reaching and
teaching students who are doomed to fail by public school standards.

Over the decades, | have seen a steady increase in our at-risk student population. Public
schools for the most part, are successful with mainstream students. Difficulties arise,
however, when large numbers of non-mainstream students begin populating classrooms.
Public schools have done their best to implement programs they hope will re-invent at-
risk students. But no matter how hard they try, they cannot hammer a square peg into a
round hole.

The question before us as educators and legislators is how can we effectively assimilate
these children into our society? How can we help them to lead healthy, productive lives
and to make positive contributions to their communities? When we consider that our
country was founded on protecting freedoms, defending human rights, and embracing
diversity, as leaders can we not truly model this in our classrooms?

Currently, disenfranchised high school students do have the freedom of choice — they can
drop out, or they can attend a charter school. Charter school districts tend to be smaller
than regular school districts and therefore can provide innovative, progressive programs
more quickly to address specific issues, such as the need to work full-time, accelerated
graduation, remediation in basic skills, drug and alcohol abuse, and teen pregnancy.

At Winfree Academy, students may attend one of 3 sessions depending on their work
schedules, and the curriculum is self-paced. There is a wide range of remedial and tutorial
programs during and after school. The Courage Program allows drug and alcohol
dependent students to participate in a recovery program while attending school, and there
is an onsite nursery where young mothers can care for their babies while they earn
graduation credits. The message this district and staff sends each student is clear. We
do care about you. You are a person of worth, and you can be a successful member of
society.

Students who attend Winfree Academy are not resigned to being on the fringes of
society. They are young adults who are eagerly pursuing their dreams. whatever they
may be...gainful employment after high school, continuing their education, becoming
professionals.



Research tells us there are many learning styles, and that utilizing only one methodology
does not meet the needs of all learners. Charter schools offer one more way to meet our
children’s diverse needs. Students who attend charter schools are choosing to remain in
school. They are choosing to receive an education. Despite adversity, they still believe
in the system and in the American dream. Can we not continue to light the way for them.
to provide an alternative, a school of choice, a charter school?

Thank you for your time and consideration.



What I Like About Winfree

When I first made the decision to come to Winfree, it was mostly because my mother
convinced me that it was better to go to a small school because it would be easier to stay out
of trouble. My first week was scary because it seemed like a lot of work to have at one time.
I sat alone and contemplated the idea of going back to the regular high school. I still doubted
myself until I first saw my graduation plan. I was surprised at how little I had to do before
graduation. I decided that I should try my best to work out my problems and graduate as
soon as possible. The work was difficult at times; however, I found that whenever something
was too difficult there was always a teacher willing to help. I found just the right amount of
support at Winfree Academy. I feel that I get the attention I need in the areas where I need
them most. I am set to graduate almost a year early and have never been more excited about
my future. T have developed friendships with other people who are just as excited about their
futures and the teachers offer to support the friendships that are beneficial. In the same light
the teachers in my class are always very cautious of letting me talk too much and not get
work done. They show from day to day how much they really care about me here. Every
teacher including our principal knows me by name and makes sure I'm okay everyday. I
have never felt more safe or comfortable in any school as I do at Winfree Academy. 1love
my school and appreciate all the people who come together to create such a safe, caring
environment. To conclude, T would like to offer a sincere and appreciative Thank You to
everyone at Winfree.

Sincerely, ;

)

s £

Shawna Riley



Margaret Patterson

2/19/07 6AM

Dear Senator Shapiro,

Hello my name is Margaret Patterson. I'm a junior at Winfree Academy of Grapevine.
This would have to be my very first year here. If there were no Winfree, | would probably
be a high school drop out. At my old high school Fossil Ridge, | almost dropped out
twice. Once my freshman year and the other time my sophomore year. My parents were
determined not to let me drop out. They knew | had the potential but | wasn't using it to
the fullest. In high schools that are really big there tends to be a lot of Drama. People
you think are your friends, really aren't. Rumors get spread super fast. Ever since |
started going to Winfree | have not got suspended once. No |.S.S or anything. There has
been no drama or fights. Here at Winfree | actually get my work done. It took me all
summer to actually get my parents to agree to going to Winfree. This Charter School is
the reason | still actually have a chance on having a future. Winfree has had a major
impact on my life. i used to be one of the kids, who never cared, never did my work or
anything. Here | actually get stuff done and th':é teachers help me anytime | need it. If
there weren't a Winfree | would either be dead or a high school drop out. | would rather
die than go back to regular high school. At Winfree academy there may be a few
mishaps here and there. But there is not that much drama at all. Another thing | love is
there aren’t that many students. So your work gets done faster, and if you don’t
understand something the teachers here at Winfree sit there until you do. Here at
Winfree | started out in classroom 3, then got moved to classroom 6 because my
teachers also agreed | had the potential but | wasn't using it to the fullest. | never
believed my parents or the teachers and now | actually think | am starting too. At Winfree
there aren’t gangs and fights every day exactly right after school. You don’t hear “Meet
me at Silver Sage Park” everyday. You get to listen to music and eat and drink in the
classroom. The one rule | hate is no cell phones. But its only four hours without it so
that’'s good. | used to never want to go to school. | would skip a lot, like all the time.
Now | sometimes don’t want to go but | do anyways. It's only four hours. Now | actually
have a chance to Graduate, and walk the stage. My mom has been telling me that is her
all time dream is for me to walk the stage. | seriously don’t know what | would do without

Winfree or where | would be. | am thankful that we have a Winfree Academy.

Sincerely Margaret Patterson



Corey Tucker

Why should Charter Schools be around? There are many reasons that charter
schools should be open. They help students that fall behind catch up, they have one-on-
one all the time, and you only go to school for four hours.

The main reason students go to charter schools is to get caught up or graduate
early. In a charter school you can make up work really fast, a lot faster than in a real
school. This fact helps people that are behind or people that would like to graduate early.
All your work is at your own pace and you do it the way you want to in a regular school
you either fall behind your right there you can’t really get ahead.

Another big reason is there is so much more one-on-one with the teachers, I know
how some kids don’t need that, but some of them do. And it helps a lot when the teacher
is there helping you taking it step by step and explaining in great detail what you need to
do and how to do it. And with that the students make much better grades because they do
understand. It is much easier having someone there to help you all the time.

Not the best reason but a really good one for the students, is you only have to stay
at school for four hours. I went to regular school I had a hard time sitting there listening
to teachers for eight hours straight. But in a charter school they don’t just stand there and
talk they help you when you need it and plus it’s only four hours not eight. You also have
your choice you can go morning, afternoon, or at night. That is a good deal for people
with jobs or important things that they have to do.

You have heard why people go to charter schools and these reasons should be
enough to keep them around. I could think of 100 more reasons why people go and why
they should stay open. But I just thought of three big reasons. Just because people made
mistakes doesn’t mean they shouldn’t be given a second chances and that’s kind of what
a charter school does for some people because it did it for me. Charter schools saved my

high school years and if they stay around they can do it for many others to.



Elisabeth McClain
February 19, 2007

Winfree as a charter school has been a great asset to my life. When I got to the
point where I didn’t know when I would ever get to graduate, Winfree was there for me
to choose. Charter schools have helped kids from all different types of backgrounds and
situations, and continue to change lives.

Charter schools give us a second chance when public schools won’t. In my case, |
chose to be home schooled and dropped a grade level behind. Winfree has given me the
chance to catch up and keep my education going. When girls get pregnant, or when kids
get kicked out of their schools, they can make the decision to turn their life around.
Charter schools are there to aid in helping them graduate. Schools like Winfree aren’t
there just for people who’ve had a troubled life. Many kids come here with goals of
graduating early, which many achieve.

Coming to school during whichever session is most convenient is one of the many
ways charter schools have won teens over. Morning, afternoon, and night sessions allow
us be more flexible with our schedules. For those of us who want to get a more
convenient job during better hours, charter schools have been the way to go. Some teens
here have their own children and families to care after, and the way our school is
scheduled they can spend more time with loved ones. Choosing our own schedule gives
us a sense of responsibility and freedom that we strive for in our lives.

Probably one of the best things I love about going to Winfree is only having to be
here four hours a day. Being at school for four hours keeps me from getting restless and
puts in my mind that I only have four hours so I better get my work done. One thing a lot
of us think about is money, and being at school for this time period results in more hours
at work... which eventually results in some good quality money making for us. No one
wants to be locked up in school for eight hours, five days a week. Being here at Winfree,
I only have to come four hours and get the same. if not more. work done.

So. I think that charter schools have been a great thing. They have benefited and
changed countless peoples lives. I will hope that they will always be around and
improving to help in more kids lives to come.



Amanda Berg
2-19-07

Discuss Three Advantages of a Charter School

Have you ever thought about dropping out of school for any reason? I know |
have, but I changed my mind after I heard about Winfree Academy Charter School.
Charter schools are not like regular high schools, so in my opinion I believe charter
schools have many advantages over high schools. Here are just a few of my opinions on
why I believe charter schools have advantages over high schools.

[ believe that one of the biggest advantages charter schools have is that you are
able to have more one on one time with the teachers. At regular high schools you have
about thirty kids in a class working on the same subject and same assignment and they all
have different questions or need help on different problems so it’s hard for a teacher to
get to you when they don’t have that much time with you while trying to help all the
student’s and not having that much time with you cause you have another class to go to.
At charter schools, not everyone is in the same class or working on the same assignment
so teachers are more likely to be able to get to you when you need their help.

The second advantage that I think charter schools have is that you only go for four
hours. When I went to a high school for eight hours a day. I went crazy! I would get so
bored and could not stand being there, so I would skip. Now that I go to school for only
four hours I do not get nearly as bored as I did and I do not skip.

The last advantage that I believe charter schools have is that you are able to
graduate early, if that is what you really want to do. At charter schools, you are able to
work at your own pace, so depending on how motivated you are you could graduate
early. You do not have to be in the same class for a whole semester, so the faster you
work the faster you get classes done. and the faster you are able to graduate. It is all up to
you if you want to graduate early or not.

Those are just a few of the advantages I believe charter schools have. I believe
that charter schools is a lot better of an environment for some student’s then it would be
for them going to a regular high school. I know that it is a lot better of an environment for
me!



Angela Rodriguez
February 19, 2007
[AM

Discuss 3 ways Winfree has helped me stay in school

Have you ever thought about dropping out of school because
you thought nothing could help you? Well, Winfree Academy can
change your mind. Winfree opens up new opportunity for those
who think about giving up.

Winfree Academy welcomes all who are destined to work to
finish school. Its self-paced work ethic helps students build more
courage and no due dates make work even better. Noise is also
kept down to a whisper, so you really have a good environment to
concentrate in.

This school is only for 4 hours a day, so you don’t even have
to go 8 hours like public schools do. You can either go in
mornings, afternoons, or nights, but you have to work. How hard is
it to turn down half a day of school compared to a full day of
school?

Teachers at Winfree are not so bad either; they help you
when you need it. They are also casy to get along with. One day
when [ graduate, 'l comeback and be sure to thank them.

Over all, Winfree has helped me in so many ways and in
which I have named some such as, opportunity, time and
environment, and teachers. I wouldn’t have anywhere else to go if
Winfree wasn’t here for me, so that’s why I thank them for
opportunity to help me with school and also with life changes.



Three Ways Winfree Has Helped Me Stay in School
By: Lindsey Carlson

Can you imagine what it is like to not understand how important school is and
want to drop out? I know what that is like, because when I started coming to Winfree in
November I wanted to drop out. T didn’t think this would work, but I didn’t realize that
everyone in here was already on my side. The great teachers that help me stay on track,
the self-paced environment that is so much easier to focus in, and the one on one time
with your teachers are three reasons why I'm still here.

On my first day of class at Winfree, I didn’t want to go. I was giving this a try
before I dropped out. I had to stay after class, this was one very unforgettable life —
changing event for me. This was when I met my teacher Mr.Hill, the one who made me
realize that dropping out would be the worst mistake u could make. From then on I knew
if I had not come here I wouldn’t be in school now.

Another reason I’'m still in school is because Winfree has the best self-paced
environment. It’s so easy to get focused on your work. Winfree helped me realize thai 1
can graduate. When T finish my work, it gives me a great feeling of accomplishment; one
I know I have never felt before I came here.

My last reason is the one on one time you have with your teachers. This is
important because having dedicated teachers who give you lots of their time is not
something you can say for public school. I’ve always been helped when I didn’t
understand something here. I know if I need help I don't need to be afraid to ask, because
ill always receive it.

Winfree has helped me in more than just three ways, but I listed the most
important. I know that Winfree has helped me, and I would not be in school if T had not
come here.



Dear Senator Shapiro,

Winfree equals my future, without this organization, graduating
would be far down the road for me, something unimaginable, but now I am finally
categorized as a senior where before I was a sophomore for 2 years. Winfree has
helped me in several ways [ am now able to work a full-time job, at a job I love, and
save money for a car. This school has helped my parents a good deal because they are
reassured that I’1] get a diploma and enter college as well. I believe an establishment

such as this one encourages more students to finish the high school education.

Winfree Academy has helped me stay in school because it is only 4 hours a
day, it let’s you enjoy your music and eat snacks while you complete your work. I am
compelled to complete more work because of the relax environment, the helpful

teachers, and the incentives, such as the ten minute breaks, music and snacks.

Overall, I believe Winfree academy and all charter schools alike that work
towards the same goal in achieving more graduates are a wonderful advantage for
people like me. You have options that open up for you that you wouldn’t be able to
pursue normally with 8 hours of school. Winfree is simply a great opportunity and

hopefully will become an expanded change available to more students nationally.

Sincerely,

/77/ S Mo



Richard Stoneking
2/20/07

TAKS Prep

AM

The way that a charter school has helped me stay in school, is the fact that you go
to school for four hours a day. That gives you time to hold a part to full time job. It is also
a self paced environment so you can work at the speed that is right for you.

One of the best advantages of a charter school is that you go just four hours a day.
If you have moved out or have been kicked out of you house and live on your own, the
four-hour day can help get you a job to help you pay your bills. It can also work around
the problems in your life.

If you just want a job or if you need a job a charter school can help get you that. If
you only got to school for four hours a day then you have the best availability over a
regular high school student. You can also go to a different session If your current one
does not work with the one you are currently in.

If you are not the quickest learner in the place, you can go the speed that you
want. If you are good at a particular subject you can get through it in about one to two
months an what would take you a year in public school. Also another good side to a
charter school is that if everyone is on a different part of a subject you get more of a one
on one teacher to student interaction.

[t you want a high school diploma, but if for personal reasons you can’t attend a
regular eight hour high school then the charter school is probably the way for you. If you
like onie on one student teaching then the charter school is the way for you.



N ancy McBrarfer

After I had finished a difficult year at my previous school, I felt like giving
up. I was in one of the most challenging school districts in the area. I
couldn’t keep up with everyone else. A friend of mine was attending

Winfree that year and she had told me all about it.

I wanted to try it out for myself. The first few months went well for me.
Since I was not as pressured as [ was at my previous school, I felt more
comfortable. My confidence was starting to increase and I started to gain

more self-esteem. Things seemed to be brighter for me.

[ finished half a year of geometry in.only a few months. I was moving
along faster than I had expected. When I received my certificate for
completing geometry it just felt so good for me. [ had accomplished one of
the most difficult subjects I’ve ever had. [ was able to move to the next

grade level after those few months.

The hours they have can fit your schedule. If you aren’t a morning
person, you can go in the afternoon. If you can handle going in the morning
than you can attend the morning session. If you have to work most of the
day they have an evening session as well. Each session 1s only for hours
long. So you aren’t in school for as long as normal schools.

Attending Winfree has helped me gain more confidence and I am less
pressured than I used to be. It’s really done wonders for me. It does take
work to progress, but it’s not too difficult and they can always help you if

you are still having difficulties.



Can you imagine life in today’s competitive environment without a high
school education? | can, and | came dangerously close to dropping out and being
another statistic. Here are three reasons why Winfree Academy has helped me in
SO many ways.

A little more than a year ago, | stopped coming to school everyday
because | never knew what a high school education could do for me. Finally, |
came to school for one purpose, to sign my withdrawal papers. Little did | know, |
had another thing in store for me. | was soon surrounded by my teachers, and
principals explaining to me why | wasn'’t allowed to dropout. So an hour later, and
a bucket full of tears, | agreed to stay in school.

Now, I'm in my senior year, with only a few more credits until graduation. |
applied to the Art Institute of Dallas, and was just recently accepted. | have been
taught so many life lessons while attending Winfree Academy, and have learned
so much about myself. Here, no one cares what color your hair and nails are,
what kind of clothes you wear, what kind of music you listen to, or about the car
you drive. Winfree Academy has become a family to me.

Winfree has showed me that | don’t need to rely on anyone, and | have my
own two feet to stand on. | have never believed in my self, or my capabilities,
until | started here. | have learned that reaching out to other people can really
benefit myself, and others. Winfree Academy has helped me accomplish goals |
never thought were possible, and helped me want to graduate high school.

In conclusion, Winfree Academy has helped me stay in school, build my
confidence, my self-esteem, realize that dreaming is believe and helped me to
realize that dropping out of school was the worst mistake of my life! Thank you
for you time, and please consider the students.



Dear Senator,

Today I am here to talk about the benefits of going to a charter school and the ones
that have benefited me personally. Going to Winfree Charter School helps kids who are
having trouble in public school to have a fall back plan rather than just dropping out. I
have seen many kids in my 3 month stay here who planned on dropping out go on to
Winfree to work hard and become a successful individuals who will now be walking
across the stage in the spring. Going to a charter school gives you a chance to go to
school for four hours, which helps many of the students to go to work and have the
benefit of an education .Winfree also allows special privileges such as eating during
class hours and being able to listen to a musical device at a normal level, listening to
music while working really does help the students to focus and get more work done. 1
believe going to a Charter school has changed the way I feel about education, in a public
school I had taken so many things for advantage and coming here has showed me the
progress I can make through accelerated learning and how 1 can push myself to change
personally and through my education. Going to a Charter school has also helped me to
catch up in my high school classes that [ had fallen back in public school through the
help of my caring teachers who not only help me in my studies but help to prepare me
for the world I will soon be going in to college. I am grateful to have this opportunity to
be accepted at this school through the help of my teachers who have given me
unconditional support to my peers who help me to keep working hard everyday.
Winfree Charter School has changed my look upon education , life, and people in
general these are just a few things that have benefited me from a Charter Schools.



Dear Senator Shapiro,

Charter schools have given me a chance to pursue a dream and at the same time |
can achieve my diploma. T am a tennis player with a long-term goal of playing on the
professional tour. The second semester of my junior year my father and I decided to
home school. I severely struggled my way through the Texas Tech. home school
program. Due to my families budget we could not afford to attend a special needs private
school. In my past, career as a student, I have been on the place in attendance of pre
Advanced Placement and Advanced Placement classes since the seventh grade. My
T.A.K.S. scores have been way above average. A common misconception about charter
schools, and one that I personally experienced, is that charter schools are not just for kids
who have problems passing classes in a “regular’ high school. In fact, I have found that is
the smallest percentage of teens that attend charter schools. In my experience, charter
schools have been a home for teenagers who have special needs. Like my athletic affairs,
many students have things that they have to do. The largest percentage of kids that attend
the state’s charter schools have to work full time because they are rather living on their
own or they have to provide for their own families, brothers and sisters, in which it was
their mothers and fathers who have messed up. In has been evident that these parents
have forced young teenagers, the ages of 15 to 18, to have actual adult responsibilities. It
would be better not to punish a child for the actions of whose they did not rightfully
possess. But instead of giving up hope and getting swallowed up into their own families
mistakes, these kids search for something more, something they can hold on to in the
future, perhaps a way out. So if the question comes up in the future to end the existence
of charter schools, I wish that you would strongly reconsider. I have seen children’s lives
that have been changed and transformed from a person who didn’t have any hope left to
be fulfilled with a strong desire to succeed. If the lives of a hand full of children are
saved, isn’t the money being spent worth it?

It appears this current administration believes in the children of now and the
children of the future. So lets put an emphasis on No Child Left Behind and work with
Bush to ensure the future of America. These schools have been home to many students.
Lets not trample a man’s home of straw and sticks, but rebuild it and make it better with
brick and stones. Thank you Senator.

Sincerely,
Blake Maurer



Hello my name is Stephanie Fields and I am going to tell you how I
became a Winfree Academy student. I'm sure there is a story behind
how everyone got here. Hopefully everyone reading my story can
relate and be inspired to stay in school. It all started when I was
sixteen years old, after being in the 10t grade. Summer was coming
and I decided to spend the summer with my parents so I came to
Dallas stayed for a while. When school started I decided to get a job
instead of going back to school and that’s what I did. I worked at Pep
Boys as a parts driver. That’s where I met my boyfriend. Soon
afterwards my boyfriend and I decided to get an apartment together. I
moved out of my parent’s house even though the both begged me to
stay in school and stay home. Being sixteen and having a job making
$6.75 an hour, I knew everything. I thought I was a millionaire, until I
realized I was getting paid about $500.00 every two weeks. After
paying bills, trying to buy groceries and getting gas for my car, which
left me $20.00. To go two weeks on that little was impossible but I
didn’t want to go home and admit that my parent’s were right. Inside
I was screaming somebody slap me back into reality. By the time I
realized I wanted to go back to school, I was eighteen years old and
pregnant. That’s when I decided I didn’t want to live like this and I
didn’t have to. Most of all I don’t want my daughter to go through life
with us struggling. After I had her in January I was on the phone the
next week with a school known for helping teen mothers get an
education. I had an appointment to meet with them and fill out an
application. I spilled my guts to these people only to be turned down,
due to my being out of school for almost two years, being eighteen
and having a young child. They said I had a high risk of dropping out
so they wouldn’t even give me a chance to show what I could do. After
they called and told me that I was not accepted, I cried and pretty
much gave up. I thought nobody believed in me so why I try. Later
that day, the school that denied my education, called and gave me the
number for Winfree Academy. They said most students who don’t
make it there could go to Winfree. I wrote down the number thinking
why call just to be embarrassed and turned down. That night while
bawling and looking at my daughter, thinking T know she believes in
me. Someday I’m going to want her to have the best and I'm going to
give it to her. I was in my room lying on the bed looking at the ceiling
and I started talking to god. I asked, “Why I was so stupid”? “Why”? I
asked for another chance to prove myself. I wouldn’t let anybody
down this time. The next day I called Winfree Academy and set up an



Dear Senator Shaprio,

Winfree has made schooling so much easier for me. Before I came here to
Winfree in Grapevine Texas I was at Keller High School in Keller Texas I have been
going to Keller K-threw the beginng for my 12the grade year. Schooling was always been
difficult for me especially math at Keller I never really understood in a senior still doing
10the grade math. I started Keller again my senior year I left Keller Nov. 1,06 not
because I they made me because I wanted to go to Winfree to understand school because
the rate I was going at Keller I wasn’t going to graduate in May. I started Winfree on Nov
3,06 and now its Feb 19,07 and I only have English 4 and Economics 4™ Quarter left to
do for school. I finished all my geometry in one month in three days and at Keller it was
taking me two years to do. At Keller I only passed English TAKS, since I have been at
Winfree I have been doing TAKS prep for over a month I have learned more helping
tools for TAKS here than I ever have at Keller last Thursday and Friday I took a practice
test for my teacher for the history TAKS I only missed 11 out for 55 that’s the best I have
ever done all because of Winfree I plan on beening done with TAKS this week because 1
feel so good about it with all the help I have had here. I never want t go back to a public
school because 1 feel so comfortable here with the teachers helping me thanks to the
teachers here I plan on graduating less than two months and walking across stage on June
3,07 in Denton at UNT with the rate im going here. Please give charter schools more
credit because the really do help people in many ways.

Sincerely,
Whitney Justice



Dear Senator Shapiro,

I am writing to you to inform you about our great Charter School, Winfree Academy. Winfree
Academy has helped me a great deal and without Winfree Academy, I think I would have
dropped out of school because of how many credits I was behind. Now, that [ am attending
Winfree Academy, I am close to graduating this year, which is very exciting for me. T only need
5 more credits to graduate and I believe if I had stayed in public school, I would have been still

in the 9" grade because of the situation I was in.

I was hemed schooled most of my life and I decided it was time for me to face the real world and
see how real school would be like. I enrolled at Central High School; in Keller TX I was very
excited to attend a real public school, but my excitement soon vanished when they told me they
could not accept my credits and I would have to go back to the 9" grade. The news devastated

me because I was supposed to be In the 11

grade. My dreams were shattered, but I decided to
give it a shot because I didn’t want to be homed schooled anymore. I was enrolled in all honors
classes and my grades ranked for A+ to B+. I finished my first school year at Central, but I was

still discouraged and felt like I didn’t accomplish anything, then I heard it through the Great vine

About Winfree Academy Charter School.

I decided to go and see what Winfree was all about and the next day my mother enrolled me in
the school and T started the school year with high hopes because I was considered a 11™ grader

and I received all my classes and finished within less than a year. This was a great advantage for



me because I could work at my own pace on my work without being rushed. The best thing of all
about Winfree Academy Charter School was that it was only for four hours a day, which helped
me to still be able to have a full time job. Enrolling at Winfree Academy Charter School was the
best decision I made and now I really feel like I am accomplishing my goals.

The teachers here have also helped me and I receive more individual help, than I believe I would

have if I had stayed at a public school.

Charter Schools have helped so many kids in so many ways and I think I can speak for everyone
that attends a Charter School have helped stop the drop out population. I believe that there
should be more Charter Schools available in all states. I am very proud of my school and I
would recommend everyone who wants to graduate early and get caught up on their credits to

attend a Charter School because they’re a big help in making their dreams come true.

I believe by keeping Charter Schools, like Winfree Academy, we are making the world a brighter
place and helping kids today to pursue their dreams and stay in school and better preparing them

for the future.

Sincerely,

sndace Dedrick





