State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR™)

Performance Labels and Policy Definitions

The Texas Education Agency (TEA), in cooperation with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board (THECB), convened a Performance Descriptor Advisory Committee (PDAC) in fall 2010 to
recommend performance labels and policy definitions for the performance standards of the State of
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR). The purpose of the performance labels and policy
definitions is to describe the general level of knowledge and skills evident at each performance level for
all grades and subjects. The committee represented the diversity of stakeholders in public education and
higher education in Texas. For more information about committee membership and the discussions and
recommendations of this committee, a report is available in Appendix A of the House Bill 3 Transition
Plan at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/hb3plan/.

Following the meeting, TEA staff used the PDAC recommendations to draft final TEA staff
recommendations for performance labels and policy definitions. These staff recommendations were
presented to a representative group of PDAC members and received their unanimous approval. The
commissioner of education subsequently approved the recommendations.

There will be two cut scores, which will identify three performance categories. For the general STAAR
assessments, STAAR Spanish, and STAAR L, the labels for the performance categories are:

* Level lll: Advanced Academic Performance
* Level lI: Satisfactory Academic Performance
* Level I: Unsatisfactory Academic Performance

Below are the policy definitions for the general STAAR assessments, STAAR Spanish, and STAAR L.

Level Ill: Advanced Academic Performance*

Performance in this category indicates that students are well prepared for the next grade or course.
They demonstrate the ability to think critically and apply the assessed knowledge and skills in varied
contexts, both familiar and unfamiliar. Students in this category have a high likelihood of success in the
next grade or course with little or no academic intervention.

* For Algebra Il and English IlI, this level of performance also indicates students are well prepared for
postsecondary success.

Level II: Satisfactory Academic Performance™*

Performance in this category indicates that students are sufficiently prepared for the next grade or
course. They generally demonstrate the ability to think critically and apply the assessed knowledge and
skills in familiar contexts. Students in this category have a reasonable likelihood of success in the next
grade or course but may need short-term, targeted academic intervention.

** For Algebra Il and English Ill, this level of performance also indicates students are sufficiently prepared for
postsecondary success.

Level |: Unsatisfactory Academic Performance

Performance in this category indicates that students are inadequately prepared for the next grade or
course. They do not demonstrate a sufficient understanding of the assessed knowledge and skills.
Students in this category are unlikely to succeed in the next grade or course without significant, ongoing
academic intervention.
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STAAR Modified has the same performance labels as the general STAAR assessments but different
policy definitions. The STAAR Modified performance labels and policy definitions can be found on the
STAAR Modified webpage at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/special-ed/staarm/.

For the STAAR Alternate assessments, the performance labels are

* Level lll: Accomplished Academic Performance
* Level ll: Satisfactory Academic Performance
* Level I: Unsatisfactory Academic Performance

The policy definitions for the STAAR Alternate performance labels can be found on the STAAR
Alternate webpage at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/.

[-2



T YUVVLS PUB YVVLS SOPNJaU] 4

Buipeay - | ysyj3u3

| e4qa3)y

%S 616 %8 LLE') %Y | €0S°C %1 ¥10'T %L1 ¥€6'T %1€ L6E'S %01 06S°1 %¥T L¥8'E %¥S 6SL'8 uonednpg [eadg
%E ¥89 %S 4N %I 1 18T°C %L 195°1I %C| 09T %¥T 96y %Y1 8yl'c %1€ ¥18'9 %09 99¢'el uapyo.d ysisug panwi
%ET PrE 1Y %1€ LL1°LS %Ly T0¥'s8 %9€ £8L'SS %S¥ | %¥9 L6T'S 11 %LT £99°0S 1£8°€6 %6L [43%14 padeueapesi A|[ed1wouody
%8 99S°C %8S 6L0°€ %LL LES'E %09 €61'c %0L 669'€ %8 (a4 %6¥ §99°T %LL 698°€ %06 9.8 S908Y 9O 40 OM]
Jopueys|

%EY 661 %8S 8SC %L (433 %S 144 %19 88T %IL LS€ V44 90¢ %0L LTE %06 61y
JljIded YIQ JO UBIBMEH dANEN
%9€ SYS %y 049 %19 St6 %08 ¥SL %65 868 %9L %LE 9€S %L 606 %58 8Tl SAREN BYSE|Y 1O UBIpU| UBdLIBWY
%89 8898 %SL 99%'6 %E8 0vS0l %L 0668 %8L L¥8'6 %L8 ¥S0°1 1 %SL €19'6 %88 £Te %56 (444 uelsy
%15 TLE9S %19 680°£9 %SL wr'es %E9 STr'69 %LL 889'6L %98 ¥S6'v6 %19 T6L'98 %YL 1€4°18 %16 699001 SUYM
%9¢C 0EL'lY %SE 0€€£9S %08 £959°18 %8€ S95°19 %8y SOv'LL %99 8€€°£01 %0€ Y4 %S 818'88 %08 1€0°€€ 1 ouneq / dluedsiy
%SC 79901 %Y e WSyl %08 6T 1T %LE yrssl %9 €59'61 %S9 819'LT %ST 82901 %8y §99°0T %8L 6L0'€E UedlIBWY UBdLYY 10 >dR|g
%9€ 678021 %S¥ 699°151 %09 99710 %8V ¥L6°6S1 %LS ¥18°161 %L T6ELYT %6€ 088°0€ | %19 50080 %¥8 72598t sjuspmg ||
puofag 3 6107 8102 % £107 9102 % §107 puofag 3 6107 8102 % £107 9102 % §107 puofag 3 6107 8102 % £107 9102 % §107 dnouo juspms

Jo sasspy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspjy
pJaepueg piepueig piepueis pJaepuelg piepueis piepueis pJaepuelg piepueig paepueig
papuawiwod’dy | ul-sseyd | ul-sseyd papuawiwodady | ul-sseyd | ul-sseyd papuawiwoddy | ul-sseyd | ul-sseyd
AJ4010B)SIIES : || [9AS] AJ4010B)SIIES : || [9AS] AJ010B)SIIES : || [9AS]
Po1s91 sjuspms Po1s91 sjuspms Po1s91 sjuspms
966'SEE 0/8'SEE S6S°6€€

Z10T suone.ysiuiwpy JSwwng pue Suridg pauiquiod

4SHINS2Y SpIMeIEIS 7107

3ioday Arewwung | uj-aseyd Sd2UrWLIO0D d dlwRpedy A10)dejsiies || [RA] DO

(WL YVVLS) Ssauipeay dIWapedy JO SJUSISSISSY SBXa | Jo 3jel§




T YUVVLS PUB YVVLS SOPNJaU] 4

%01 8T8l %ET 680 %Ly 80+'8 %01 L1L°] %¥T ¥66°€ %E9 09¢€°0l uonesnpg [eads
%9 9SEl %8| 098°€ % ¥ €698 %8 L8Y] %1T 00Ty %09 €€L°11 uapyo.d ysisug panwi
%9T 889'SH %6¥ 98698 %YL 90S‘I€1 %LT 86T'Ly 12768 %¥8 L9T9%1 padeueapesi A|[ed1wouody
%ES €L1°T %SL 916'€ %06 8€L'y %99 0£8'T %9L S66'€ %¥6 SE6'% S908Y 9O 40 OM]
Japueys|

V344 K44 %L9 SEE %88 (134 %6Y 1344 %CL 6S€ %¥6 (/A4
JiIded YIQ 40 UBIIBMEBH dAIEN
% ¥ 909 %¥9 8¥6 %58 [414l %0 ¥6S %S9 996 %68 6TE°| SAlEN ®)ISE|Y 1O UBIpU| UBdLIBWY
%0L 6618 %58 99501 %E6 1£8°11 %EL %L8 78201 %96 8€6°I | uelsy
%LS £6809 %8L ¥98'T8 %C6 ¥6L'L6 %LS £0T°19 %8L €0L'€8 %56 08101 SUYAM
%6¢ 9+0'9% %ES 8r1'c8 %9L 608°0C1 %6C 0SE'SH %ES 099'T8 %58 1¥T°TEl ouneq / dluedsiy
%Y 81001 %Ly €€9'61 %L ¥19°0€ %0€ ¥r0'TI %SS 9L1'TT %98 S69'%€ UBDLIBWY UBdLYY 0 >dR|g
%0¥ Tes'etl %C9 o110t %(8 €59°£9T %Y S6S°I€l %E9 SY6'¥0T %68 996°L8T sjuspmg ||y
puokag % 6107 8102 %8 L10T 9102 %8 §10T puokag % 6107 8102 %8 L10T 9102 %8 §10T n_soLU juspms

Jo sasspy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspy Jo sasspjy Jo sasspjy
pJaepuelg piepueig paepueig pJaepuelg paepueig paepueig
papuawiwodady | ul-sseyd | ul-sseyd papuawiwoddy | ul-sseyd | ul-sseyd
AJ4010B)SIIES : || [9AS] AJ010B)SIIES : || [9AS]
Po1s91 sjuspms Po1s91 sjuspms
188°9¢€ 861%TE

Aydeu3oa5) plHoAA

A3001g

Z10T suone.ysiuiwpy JSwwng pue Suridg pauiquiod

4SHINS2Y SpIMeIEIS 7107

(WL YVVLS) Ssaulpeay dIWapedy JO SJUSISSISSY SBXa | Jo 3jel§

3ioday Arewwung | uj-aseyd Sd2UrWLIO0D d dlwRpedy A10)dejsiies || [RA] DO




TYUVVLS PUB YVVLS SOPNPU|

%€ (14 %CS 80€'8 %L1 6TLT %6C 6£9y %¥S 6SL'8 %9 89¢€'L LT191 uonesnpy [e1ads
%Y 56 %9S | ¥I¥T %S| vIEE %S¢ 1¥5°S %09 | 99¢°€l %0 9988 1TT'te uaRYo.d ysiSug paziwi
%6 S¥691 %69 | L8S'8TI %6 96€°LI %C| ] 44 %6L | TES'SYI | %IT 195°6€ £80's81 pageaueApesi( A||edlwouody
%Y 8LT| %L9 86S°€ %S K¢ %S SL¢ %06 9.8 %01 0¢s 96€°S $9J8Y SO o oM ]
Japues| oyided

%0¢ 96 %0L 1443 %Y 0¢ %9 LT %06 61y %01 Ly 9%
J3Y1(Q JO UBlleMEH SANEN|
JANEN

%C| €8l %EL S90°1 %9 6 %6 8¢l %98 8yl %S | 61T L9V
B{SE|Y JO UBIpU| UBDLIDWY
%09 859 %S¥ 0v8's %C [44¢ %€ 08¢ %56 | TIET %9 09 144X4 uelsy
%¥C | 8L89T | %L9 16L°€L %y (44274 %y 1¥8Y %16 | 699001 %6 €l1L'6 8¢€011 SUYM
%11 SP9°LI %0L | 98€'SI1 %6 €9€'y1 %11 8€6°LI %08 | 1€0°€El | %0T 10€TE TEE99I oune / JluedsiH
%8 ({43 %0L | LL9°6T | %0l 81’y %€ | vLE'S %8L | 6LOEE | %CT TI5'6 65T UedLIdWY Uedlapy 40 J3E|g
%Ll | L919S | %89 | SSE0ET | %L 820%C %6 S¥0'6T %¥8 | TTS98T | %91 €L0°€S 969°6€€ SIUSIpMIg ||
PaduBApY Ki10128)s11Eg wnwiull 39 ssed 10N P!d Suisseq 8uissed 10N po1sa | dnoun juspmyg

I 19A97 A1 19ART /SS®d 3°N P!Q sjuUapmg

7107 suonessiuiwpy sQwuwng pue 3uladg pauiquo)d

x| V49391V

SpJepue)g | Uu]-aseyd — S|9A3T DUBWL.I0IDd pue sajey Buissed — (,, HY'V.LS) SSSUIPEdY dIWSPEIY JO SJUDLISSISSY SBXd | JO I)elg




TYUVVLS PUB YVVLS SOPNPU|

%I 144 %0€ €LT'S %E| 34 A4 %99 01L'6 %1€ L6E'S %69 | €96°I1 0S€°LI uoneanpy [e1xadg
%0 99 %ET 1£8% %C| 81¥C %59 | 91S°€l %Y 96y %9L | ¥E6'SI 098°0C uaRYo.d ysiSug paziwi
%Y 1959 %09 | 9€£°801 | %I 8€8'61 %9C | 08E9% %¥9 | L6T'SII | %9E | 81T99 SiIs’i8l pageaueApesi( A||edlwouody
%C| 899 %CL T6LE %9 LEE %01 119 %¥8 0S¥y %91 8¥8 86C'S $9J8Y SO o oM ]
Japues| oyided

%6 ov %89 LI %8 6¢ %91 €L %9L £S€ %Y Cll 69%
J3Y1(Q JO UBlleMEH SANEN|
JANEN

%8 911 %89 SE0°l %8 611 %91 144 %9L 1S1°1 %Y ¥9¢ SISl
B{SE|Y JO UBIpU| UBDLIDWY
%ET £98C %99 181°8 %Y 88¥ %6 9€1°l %L8 | ¥SO°II %E | &N 8£9CI uelsy
%€l | ¥88El %€L | 0L0°18 %9 ¥6T'9 %8 6€€°6 %98 | vS6V6 | %l £€9'9l £85°01 1 SUYM
%Y 987, %C9 | TS0001 | %0l €991 %¥C | €818 %99 | 8EE'L0I | %VE | 906%S agasl oune / JluedsiH
%Y FAVAN %19 196'ST | %1 0lLYy %y 15001 %S9 | 8L9°LT | %SE 1921 6EV' Ty UedLIdWY Uedlapy 40 J3E|g
%8 L659T | %99 | S6L0TT | %6 ¥99'8C | %8I v18°6S %YL | T6E'LYT | %9T | 8LY'88 0/8°S€€ SIUSIpMIg ||
PaduBApY Ki10128)s11Eg wnwiull 39 ssed 10N P!d Suisseq 8uissed 10N po1sa | dnoun juspmyg

I 19A97 A1 19ART /SS®d 3°N P!Q sjuUapmg

7107 suonessiuiwpy sQwuwng pue 3uladg pauiquo)d

+*ONIAVIY — | HSI'TON3

SpJepue)g | Uu]-aseyd — S|9A3T DUBWL.I0IDd pue sajey Buissed — (,, HY'V.LS) SSSUIPEdY dIWSPEIY JO SJUDLISSISSY SBXd | JO I)elg




TYUVVLS PUB YVVLS SOPNPU|

%0 R4 % | 99T %6 ¥0S°I BLL | YIEEI % | €0S°C %98 | 8987 1LEL] uonesnpy [e1ads
%0 ol %11 1£TT %6 LLL] %18 | 7089l %11 18T°C %68 | 6L5°8I 098°0C uaRYo.d ysiSug paziwi
%I 085l %9 | TI8'E8 | %¥l 89%T | %6E | 6TS'IL %Ly | TOP'S8 | %ES 11T°96 €19°181 pageaueApesi( A||edlwouody
%9 90€ %L9 Tes’e %01 6CS %8| LT6 %CL LEB'E %8¢ 95+ £6T'S $9J8Y SO o oM ]
Japues| oyided

%E i %69 1143 %9 LT %ET 801 %L (433 %6¢ Sel L9%
J3Y1(Q JO UBlleMEH SANEN|
JANEN

%L 9¢ %69 688 %C| vLI %LT ey %19 96 %6€ £8S TSl
B{SE|Y JO UBIpU| UBDLIDWY
%S | £v6'l %89 1658 %9 0¥9 %C| L6¥' %€8 | 0¥SOI %L1 LEIT L9 uelsy
%S 9v8°S %69 | 9L59L %6 tiol %91 | LL0°8I %SL | TWW'T8 | %ST | 681°8C 119011 SUYM
%I 068°1 %6y | €9L6L | %EI 9TIT | %BLE | 09468 %0S | €59°18 | %0S | 9.9°08 6TET9I oune / JluedsiH
%1 €9 %6¥ | 98L°0T | %¥I Si8's %9€ | ¥6ESI %08 | 6¥T1T | %0S | 60T°IT 8SyT UedLIdWY Uedlapy 40 J3E|g
%€ 805°01 %LS | 8SL°061 | %Il | LLS'8E | %6T | €51°96 %09 | 99T°10T | %0F | 0€L¥E| 966°SEE SIUSIpMIg ||
PaduBApY Ki10128)s11Eg wnwiull 39 ssed 10N P!d Suisseq 8uissed 10N po1sa | dnoun juspmyg

I 19A97 A1 19ART /SS®d 3°N P!Q sjuUapmg

7107 suonessiuiwpy sQwuwng pue 3uladg pauiquo)d

*ONILIYM — | HSI'TON3

SpJepue)g | Uu]-aseyd — S|9A3T DUBWL.I0IDd pue sajey Buissed — (,, HY'V.LS) SSSUIPEdY dIWSPEIY JO SJUDLISSISSY SBXd | JO I)elg




TYUVVLS PUB YVVLS SOPNPU|

%C L¥T %C9 | €11°01 %L1 91LT %0C ¥8T'e %€9 | 09€°0l %LE 0009 09€91 uoneanpy [e1xadg
%I 8l %65 | S19°11 %81 1T9°€ %CC 08T} %09 | €€L°11 %0 1062 re9'6l uaRYo.d ysiSug paziwi
%€ £98'S %08 | 00¥'OFI %8 €991 %8 S6S°El %¥8 | L9TI | %91 897'8T STSPLI pageaueApesi( A||edlwouody
%S| 99L %08 691y %€ 8l %C 611 %¥6 SE€6'Y %9 10€ 9€T’S $9J8Y SO o oM ]
Japues| oyided

%01 09 %¥8 0ty %E vl %E 9l %¥6 0Ly %9 0€ 00S
J3Y1(Q JO UBlleMEH SANEN|
JANEN

%6 8| %18 10Tl %S LL %S 18 %68 6CE| %11 891 L8V
B{SE|Y JO UBIpU| UBDLIDWY
%CE 0€6°€ %¥9 8008 %C 89¢ %C 9¢ %96 | 8€6°ll %Y 0¢s 8S¥TI uelsy
%S | 9L1°91 %08 | +69°98 %€ 90T°€ %C 91€T %56 | 0/8°101 %9 [44°8 T6E°L01 SUYM
%Y L8E'9 %18 | ¥S8'STI %8 ovETI %L 88l | %58 | 1¥TTEl | %S| 8T8'€T 690951 oune / JluedsiH
%Y 0S¥'l %8 | SYTEE %8 6+0°€ %L yrLT %98 | S69VE | %¥l €6L'S 88¥°0F UedLIdWY Uedlapy 40 J3E|g
%6 S168C | %08 | 150°6ST | %9 ¥91'6l %S 890°LI %68 | 996°L8T | %l TET9¢ 861%TE SIUSIpMIg ||
PaduBApY Ki10128)s11Eg wnwiull 39 ssed 10N P!d Suisseq 8uissed 10N po1sa | dnoun juspmyg

I 19A97 A1 19ART /SS®d 3°N P!Q sjuUapmg

7107 suonessiuiwpy sQwuwng pue 3uladg pauiquo)d

*AD0T70I19

SpJepue)g | Uu]-aseyd — S|9A3T DUBWL.I0IDd pue sajey Buissed — (,, HY'V.LS) SSSUIPEdY dIWSPEIY JO SJUDLISSISSY SBXd | JO I)elg




TYUVVLS PUB YVVLS SOPNPU|

%L Y44 V344 6L6°L %S | 899°C %8¢ £689 %Ly 808 %ES 9956 €96°LI uonesnpy [e1ads
%I £91 %0¥ 925’8 %S| L01°€ V344 L6T°6 %1y €698 %6S | YOI L60°1T uaRYo.d ysiSug paziwi
%S 6L5°6 %69 | LT6'ITI | %01 | OLI'LI %91 ¥ST'6t %¥L | 90S°IEl | %9T | YTV'9¥ 0€6°LLI pageaueApesi( A||edlwouody
%1¢C LT1°] %69 119°€ %y 61¢ %9 €6¢ %06 8€LY %01 (45 0ST'S $9J8Y SO o oM ]
Japues| oyided

%Y | £ %YL 89¢ %9 LT %L 142 %88 (134 %C| 19 00S
J3Y1(Q JO UBlleMEH SANEN|
JANEN

%E| 14 %CL 850°I %9 98 %6 ov1 %98 (474! %S| 9t 8LV
B{SE|Y JO UBIpU| UBDLIDWY
%8¢ €0LY %S9 8989 %C 98¢ %S €e9 %E€6 1£S°11 %L 616 06+ uelsy
%EC | YIVYYT | %69 | 08E'€L %Y L10Y %S 434 %C6 | V6L'L6 %8 [44X:] 9€L'901 SUYM
%L ¥06°01 %69 | S06°601 %6 8lecl %S| 609°€T %9L | 608°0TI | %¥T | LTS'LE 9€€'8S | oune / JluedsiH
%S SP0'C %69 | 6958T | %0l 69Ty %9 | 0v99 %YL | V19°0E | %9T | 6060l IXAN 4 UedLIdWY Uedlapy 40 J3E|g
%E| 00S°€y | %69 | EVIPIT | %L SL8°TT | %l £9€'9¢ %8 | €¥9°L9T | %8I 8€T'69 188°9T€ SIUSIpMIg ||
PaduBApY Ki10128)s11Eg wnwiull 39 ssed 10N P!d Suisseq 8uissed 10N po1sa | dnoun juspmyg

I 19A97 A1 19ART /SS®d 3°N P!Q sjuUapmg

7107 suonessiuiwpy sQwuwng pue 3uladg pauiquo)d

*AHdVUYO 03D ATHOM

SpJepue)g | Uu]-aseyd — S|9A3T DUBWL.I0IDd pue sajey Buissed — (,, HY'V.LS) SSSUIPEdY dIWSPEIY JO SJUDLISSISSY SBXd | JO I)elg




Measures of College and Career Readiness

Texas Education Code 39.024 — Measure of College Readiness

§ 39.024 (a) In this section, "college readiness" means the level of preparation a student must attain in English
language arts and mathematics courses to enroll and succeed, without remediation, in an entry-level general
education course for credit in that same content area for a baccalaureate degree or associate degree program
at:

(1) a general academic teaching institution, as defined by Section 6 1.003, other than a research institution,
as categorized under the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board's accountability system; or

(2) a postsecondary educational institution that primarily offers associate degrees or certificates or
credentials other than baccalaureate or advanced degrees.

§ 39.024 (f) — The agency, in collaboration with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, shall conduct
research studies similar to the studies conducted under Subsection (c) for the appropriate science and social
studies end-of-course assessment instruments. If the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the
commissioner of higher education, determines that the research studies conducted under this subsection
substantiate a correlation between a certain level of performance by students on science and social studies end-
of-course assessment instruments and college readiness, the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the
commissioner of higher education, as soon as practicable, may establish student performance standards for the
science and social studies end-of-course assessment instruments indicating that students have attained college
readiness.

The primary source of evidence to inform science and social studies postsecondary readiness
indicators will be longitudinal data from STAAR students. The first wave of data for these
analyses will be available during the 2015-2016 academic year — when the first cohort of high-
stakes STAAR students enters college. Analysis will focus on the extent to which performance
on STAAR science and social studies assessments provides information about the likelihood of
postsecondary success above and beyond the information already provided by Algebra Il and
English 1l scores. If longitudinal analyses point to a predictive value-add associated with STAAR
science and social studies assessments, postsecondary readiness standards could be set and
then implemented for the 2018-2019 school year.

§ 39.024 (i) — The agency shall gather data and conduct research to substantiate any correlation between a
certain level of performance by students on end-of-course assessment instruments and success in:

(1) military service; or
(2) a workforce training, certification, or other credential program at a postsecondary educational

institution that primarily offers associate degrees or certificates or credentials other than
baccalaureate or advanced degrees.

TEA has planned validity studies focused on linking STAAR EOC scores to appropriate military-
and workforce-specific measures. Results of these studies will provide validity evidence to
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inform the first STAAR EOC review of performance standards, which is scheduled for fall 2014.
For military readiness measures, STAAR assessments will be linked to ASVAB' benchmarks
indicating preparedness for general military enlistment. In addition, STAAR assessments will be
linked to SAT and ACT benchmarks indicating readiness for college-based officer training
programs (i.e.,, ROTC). For workforce readiness measures, STAAR scores will be linked to
student performance in technical or certificate-bearing colleges in Texas. In addition, to address
the workforce readiness component of § 39.024, STAAR assessments will be linked to career
readiness benchmarks on the ACT WorkKeys” assessments.

Performance Standards Review

Texas Education Code 39.0242 — Measure of College Readiness: Performance
Standards

§ 39.0242 (d) — The agency shall continue to gather data and perform studies as provided under this section at
least once every three years. If the data do not support the correlation between student performance standards
and college readiness, the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the commissioner of higher education,
shall revise the standard of performance considered to be satisfactory.

Consistent with legislation, the first standards review is scheduled for fall 2014. Data analysis
for the 2014 standards review will be modeled after the 2012 STAAR EOC standard setting
validity studies, although in this instance high-stakes STAAR scores and additional external
assessments will be available. TEA will collect external assessment scores (e.g., SAT, ACT, AP,
ACCUPLACER, PSAT, PLAN, ASVAB, WorkKeys) from high-stakes STAAR examinees.
Analysis of paired (STAAR and external) scores and external benchmarks will provide validity
evidence to inform potential revisions to performance standards. The same data collection
procedures will be used for 2017 standards review; during that iteration, data on STAAR
students’ college course performance will also be used.

! Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery
? Career readiness and placement assessments generally administered upon entry into the workforce
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STAAR Grades 3-8 Standard Setting and Reporting Timeline

Why are students taking the STAAR 3-8 tests in April, but not getting their results
until January?

House Bill 3 requires that the STAAR performance standards be aligned from grade 3 through
high school. To fulfill this requirement, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) had to set
performance standards for STAAR EOC assessments at the high school level before setting
performance standards for STAAR grades 3—8. Based on the requirements in law that TEA
determine STAAR EOC cut scores by looking at a variety of external data, the earliest that
STAAR EOC performance standards could be established was April 2012. Given this, the
performance standards for STAAR grades 3-8 could not be set in time to report spring 2012
passing standards in the regular time frame. These performance standards will be established in
fall 2012 and will then be applied to spring 2012 test scores.

What happens between April testing and January reporting?

e April 2012—students take STAAR 3-8

e May 2012—districts receive student rosters and summary reports indicating total
number of correct answers (raw score) for students, but not the associated scale score
or performance level/passing status

e June-September 2012—research studies are conducted which relate STAAR 3-8 results
to TAKS, to other STAAR tests (e.g. grade 3 reading to grade 4 reading), and to
established national and international assessments such as EXPLORE, Readistep, NAEP,
and PISA.

e October 2012—approximately 250 Texas educators participate on committees that
review STAAR 3-8 tests, the TEKS curriculum, the performance of Texas students ,and
the outcomes of research studies to recommend cut points for Level |l: Satisfactory
Academic Performance (passing) and for Level lll: Advanced Academic Performance

e November 2012—Texas Commissioner of Education approves performance standards
for STAAR 3-8.

e December 2012—performance standards are applied to student test score results and
reports are generated.

e January 2013—reports indicating student raw scores, scale scores, and performance
level/passing status arrive in school districts.

During this same timeframe Texas is also setting performance standards for STAAR EOC
Modified (August 2012), STAAR Alternate (September 2012), and STAAR 3-8 Modified
(November 2012).

[-15



What will the schedule for 2013 STAAR reporting be?

Beginning with the 2013 spring STAAR administrations, students, schools, and districts will

receive reports which include raw scores, scale scores, and performance level/passing status for
all STAAR EOC, STAAR 3-8, STAAR Modified, and STAAR Alternate tests in a normal
timeframe—before the end of the school year.

For more information, visit the Texas Education Agency’s website:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar.
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